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Your Editor photographed this splendid 1964 Silver Cloud Ill James Young saloon 
(SGT567C) in the magnificent showrooms of P. & A. Wood in June this year. This elegant 
six-light saloon coachwork design was originally conceived for the Bentley Continental 
but was made available on specially modified Silver Cloud III chassis from mid-1963 
onwards. This example has been superbly refurbished by P. & A. Wood and is in 
essentially new condition. A car like this, though necessarily expensive, must represent 
a sound bargain even for a potential new car buyer. 


The Emperor's new clothes 


Traditionally, in times of economic 
boom, Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars 
have virtually sold themselves. In the imme- 
diate post-war period, particularly during 
the Woo! Boom, Australia was the biggest 
export market for the marques. After 
deliveries of the Silver Shadow com- 
menced early in 1966, buyers wanting one 
had to join a waiting list. This phenomenon 
gathered momentum until by the time the 
Corniche was introduced in 1971 the wait- 
ing list had grown to such an extent that a 
used Corniche could be sold in the U.K. for 
a handsome premium over the new price. 
More recently, models such as the Turbo R 
have found ready buyers in all markets 
including here in Australia, certainly during 
times of economic bouyancy. 

Now, we find ourselves in healthy 
economic times but with sales of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars not jusi at an all- 
time low, but almost at a standstill, and with 
no permanent agent in Sydney for the first 
time in almost a century. At the time of 
writing it had been reported that no new 
Rolls-Royce cars, and only two Bentleys, 
had been sold in Australia so far this year. 

Talking to Rolls-Royce enthusiasts (of 


Martin Bourne, who worked in the Styling 
Department at Crewe under John Blatchley 
and later under Fritz Feller and Graham Hull. 
As such he had a hand in developing such 
defining Rolls-Royce and Bentley body styles 
as the Silver Shadow. Your Editor became so 
absorbed in conversation with Martin at the 
R.R.E.C. Rally that he missed the call for the 
Australian group photograph (above)! 
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The Australian group at the R. 


Se 


R.E.C. Annual Rally at Towcester Racecourse. A particularly large 
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group this year, even with wayward absences from the photo (see below)! Photo from Malcolm 


Johns (N.S.W.). 


whom | know quite a few!) it seems that 
most feel pretty sure that they know the 
reasons for this. In fact, to most they are 
blindingly obvious. Yet the company at 
Crewe, their masters in Wolfsburg, and the 
other German company that is hellbent on 
launching its own interpretation of a “Rolls- 
Royce” car in 2003, all seem strangely 
oblivious. “See the Emperor's fine new 
clothes”, they seem to be saying. 

German luxury cars are, of course, very 
much in demand. World-beaters, in fact, 
even if the reputation of BMW has taken a 
bit of a battering in the U.K. in recent 
months. People who want a German luxury 
car will continue to buy precisely that. But 
they are unlikely to buy cars of ambiguous 
pedigree, and that is precisely where both 
the Rolls-Royce and the Bentley marques 
seem to be headed — just as predicted in 
these pages when the sale of Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd was first announced. It was 
never going to be otherwise. 

We now know that the new “Rolls- 
Royce’ will have its body and mechanical 
assemblies built in Germany and sent to 
England for fitting out and finishing, and that 
it will be designed entirely by BMW without 
the benefit of any continuity with previous 
models. It needs to be remembered that 
BMW owns neither the company, Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd, nor the Crewe fac- 
tory, nor the designs of previous models, 
nor any Rolls-Royce car technology or 
engineering — this is all owned by Volks- 
wagen. BMW cannot expect to take over, 


retrospectively, the heritage of the Rolls- 
Royce car merely because it has somehow 
acquired the future rights to the marque. 
Given that the Silver Seraph is so difficult to 
sell, at least partly because it has a BMW 
engine at its heart, | wonder what on earth 
leads BMW to believe that a “Rolls-Royce” 
car that is entirely BMW will even recover 
its development costs. 

Perhaps they can see the Emporer’s 
new clothes. 


Cricklewood, Derby, Crewe ... Dresden 


Since our last issue went to press, 
London’s Sunday Times has reported that 
the forthcoming Mid-Size Bentley (MSB), 
which has been on Crewe’s future model 
wish-list for some years (remember Project 
Java?), will be built by Volkswagen in 
Dresden and sent to Crewe for interior trim- 
ming and finishing. | have seen neither 
confirmation nor denial from Crewe on this 
appalling news, which I’m sure will provoke 
a sense of deja-vu ! Just like the BMW 
“Rolls-Royce”, and yes, that very situation 
was predicted two years ago right here in 
these pages by more than one member. But 
the appeasers wouldn't listen. 

Remember how we were assured that 
Volkswagen ownership of Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd was going to have only 
beneficial effects, that it was “only a change 
of shareholding”, and that the new owners 
would not be interfering in the day to day 
operation of the Company, whose products 
would retain their distinctive attributes and 
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character? Above all, remember how we 
were solidly assured that the sale of the 
company could not possibly result in the 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley marques being 
split between separate owners? 

Few people seem to be possessed of 
skeptical or enquiring minds and, inevitably, 
some people still seem convinced that they 
can see the Emperor’s new clothes! 


Tim Birkin and the ‘new’ Bentley 


With the Rolls-Royce V-8 engine suc- 
cessfully reinstalled in the Bentley four-door 
saloon, the previous BMW-engined Arnage 
is evidently proving hard to sell. Crewe has 
come up with a fairly clever marketing ploy 
in the hope of selling a few (54, it is hoped) 
in the Pacific region, which includes us. The 
BMW-engined Arnage is now being offered 
as the ‘414 Litre Birkin Edition’, with a price- 
tag in Australia of $435,000. 

Those who are even vaguely familiar 
with Bentley history will know of the famous 
exploits of Sir Henry ‘Tim’ Birkin and the 
other ‘Bentley Boys’ at Le Mans and else- 
where. Though the choice of model names 
is quite clever, it was with some incredulity 
that | discovered that the photographs of 
this ‘new’ model supplied in the press pack 
are exactly the same pictures that were 
supplied two years ago when the Arnage 
was first introduced, so there would be little 
point in reproducing them here. 

This press pack, while proudly proclaim- 
ing the Cosworth heritage of the engine's 
turbocharger installation, is oddly silent on 
the origins of the engine itself! 

Against this background | can reveal that 
Crewe is forecasting a “dramatic increase” 
in Bentley sales! Quite apart from the 
amazing optimism of that prediction, one 
needs to query whether this would benefit 
Crewe in the long term even if it actually 
happens. Being reduced to a trim-shop (or 
even as an assembler) for essentially 
German-made “Bentley” cars hardly bodes 
well for the future of Crewe, and sits oddly 
with its proud past. Once the current Rolls- 
Royce-designed and -powered Bentley 
cars are eventually discontinued and only 
the future VW-designed and -built models 
remain, what will be the Crewe factory’s 
future? Will it have to compete with other 
plants in the VW Group? If so, how will it 
fare without the benefit of the German 
government's lobbying which invariably 
(and notoriously) favours the promotion of 
employment and economic benefits within 
its own country? If Crewe can’t compete, 
will VW keep it open just for nostalgia's 
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1925 Twenty (GCK32) Hooper tourer leading Bentley 3-Litre (890) Gurney Nutting tourer in the 
Vintage sports car race during the 1967 Singapore Grand Prix. Some readers might be surprised 
at this, though our Federal President would no doubt regard it as the natural order of things. See 
Racing Twenty below. 


sake? Even if Crewe is kept open in those 
circumstances, what relevance will it then 
have to Rolls-Royce clubs other than as a 
former place of manufacture of Rolls-Royce 
cars? 

In a few years we shall see. | take no 
comfort at all from the 100% accuracy rate 
of predictions published in PRAECLARUM 
thus far. 


Could there have been a different outcome? 


It has occurred to many enthusiasts be- 
sides myself that rather than reach the in- 
famous, "bizarre" and seemingly hasty deal 
of 1998, said to have been thrashed out on 
a German golf course, Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd and their new masters could have 
held out against threats of having the Rolls- 
Royce marque taken away from them. Sig- 
nificantly, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd, and 
not Rolls-Royce pic, owned the registered 
trademarks of both the radiator and the 
Spirit of Ecstasy, and therefore held two 
strong trump cards. Rolls-Royce pic could 
have gone ahead and cancelled the licence 
to the Rolls-Royce marque and given it to 
BMW, as in fact it did, but what was BMW 
going to use for a radiator grille, and what 
would they put on top of it for a mascot if 
VW had not agreed to hand them over? 
Why, within days of buying Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd, did the new owners agree 
to the Rolls-Royce marque being taken 
away from them at the end of 2002, and to 
hand over to BMW the rights to those two 
vital trademarks? Will we ever be told? 


Racing Twenty 


Henry Stonor (U.K.) sent the above shot 
of 20 h.p. GCK32 leading a vintage Bentley 
in a race in Singapore. Mr Stonor owned 


both cars at the time and says that the 
Twenty was able to beat the Bentley due to 
its superior handling on the winding circuit, 
with only short straights. He always opted 
to drive the Twenty as he knew he could get 
past the Bentley and get away from it, and 
has several pewter mugs to prove it! 

Mr Stonor would appreciate any inform- 
ation on the present whereabouts of these 
cars (the Bentley 3-Litre was chassis 890). 
Any information please to lan Anderson on 
03-9397-7414 (‘phone & Fax). 


Insider investigation 


| report without comment that Financial 
Times Deutschland reported that the Fraud 
Squad is investigating BMW for possible 
insider trading associated with the sale of 
Land Rover. Radical share price move- 
ments ahead of the March sale are reported 
to have raised these concerns. 


Jack Barclay Ltd sold 


Jack Barclay Ltd has been sold to rival 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley retailer H.R. Owen. 
This strikes your Editor as a little odd. In 
1968 | strolled around Berkeley Square and 
noted no fewer than four Rolls-Royce & 
Bentley franchised dealerships — three 
within Berkeley Square and a fourth just off 
the Square. One of these was, of course, 
Jack Barclay’s famous showroom, which 
was by far the biggest. Unless my recollec- 
tion fails me, one of the others was a much 
smaller concern, H.R. Owen. Jack Barclay 
has for some decades been the world’s 
largest Rolls-Royce & Bentley dealership. 
H.R. Owen is, apparently, number three. 

Racing driver Jack Barclay opened his 
showroom in Hanover Square in 1927, and 
the firm moved to its present Berkeley 
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Gilbert & Nanette Ralph (Vic.) with The Silver Ghost (60557) at the R.R.E.C. Annual Rally. 


Probably the most famous and most valuable motor car in the world, it is owned by Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd, and therefore ultimately by Volkswagen AG. Of what relevance it will be to either 
company once the Rolls-Royce marque is taken away from them at the end of 2003 and handed 
over to the tender mercies of BMW is yet another of the unanswered questions. 


Square premises in 1953. The firm was sold 
to the Dutton-Forshaw Group in 1967. 

On my 1968 visit | was shown the 
showroom, then taken to Battersea to see 
the vast service centre then located there. 
The variety of cars in for servicing and 
repairs left me overwhelmed. There was 
everything from a veteran Silver Ghost from 
Australia, possibly chassis 2006, that was 
being restored for an American owner, to 
several Phantom Vs, then nearly new, in- 
cluding acouple with the supremely elegant 


James Young touring limousine coach- 
work. One of the latter had just crossed the 
Atlantic by Cunard liner — for servicing! 


Recent losses to our movement 


An Obituary for Founder Member and 
Honorary Life Member George Sevenoaks 
appears in this issue. 

Members will also be saddened to hear 
that Lawrence Dalton passed away recent- 
ly. Laurie was responsible for the Dalton 
Watson series of books, both as author (of 
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some) and as publisher. Many of these titles 
set new standards in books on the Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley marques in their time, 
particularly in respect to their coachwork. It 
was Laurie who introduced the identifica- 
tion of coachwork styles by the coaci- 
builders’ design number, as well as further 
advancing the cause of ‘listology’ — the 
listing of every individual car of particular 
models by chassis number, with coachwork 
details, original owners and the like. 

Just as this issue was being prepared 
came the sad news of the passing of Dare 
Watkins (Vic.) who, as a life-long non- 
smoker must be counted very unfortunate 
indeed to have succumbed to lung cancer. 
Dare was Federal Secretary in 1970-71. 


2001 Overseas Rallies 


Next year’s R.R.O.C. Inc. Annual Meet 
will be held in Calgary, Canada, July 17th- 
21st. There will be Technical Sessions, 
Dawn Patrols, Tours, various dinners and, 
of course, the Concours, which will be held 
at Spruce Meadows, said to be a spec- 
tacular site. 

The R.R.E.C. Annual Rally will again be 
held at Towcester Racecourse in North- 
amptonshire, over the weekend June 30th- 
July ist. This is rather later than usual. 
Towcester is an excellent venue for a 
gathering of well over 1,000 Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars, in a particularly 
lovely part of England. 

Martin Bennett 


FROM the FEDERAL PRESIDENT 


Dare Watkins 


Since the last PRAECLARUM, which we 
found to be a very special edition featuring 
the Surfers Paradise Federal Rally, we 
have been saddened by the death of a 
long-term member of the Victoria Branch, 
Dare Watkins. A number of long serving 
members joined me at the Funeral last 
Monday with David Jones delivering an en- 
lightening eulogy on behalf of the Club. 


Presidential Turbo R 


Bentley Turbo R (BRC32398) is proving 
delightful everyday winter transport. Soft 
and soothing around town unless asked to 
deliver, when seamless power is provided 
in the most intoxicatingly trouble-free way. 
The car also provided our transport to at- 
tend a weekend rally of the Victoria Branch 
to the Warrenmang Winery in the north of 
the State. 


The Sunday involved a scenic tour 
across to historic Maldon where some 80- 
90 members joined the tour for lunch on a 
vintage train powered by a steam locomo- 
tive. 

These products of Crewe, manufac- 
tured in the nineties are excellent, well 
sorted machines that may be appreciated 
by the enthusiastic driver at a surprisingly 
economic cost, especially compared to new 
or near new continental competitors. A visit 
to the local Agent/Dealer for a test drive and 
discussions of prices is recommended. 


Inter-Clubs Meeting 


Martin Bennett and Neil McLean repre- 
sented our Club at the recent Inter-Clubs 
Meeting prior to the Annual Rally of the 
R.R.E.C. in the U.K. This meeting, which | 
was fortunate to attend last year, brings 
together representatives of the U.K., U.S. 


and Australian R.R. & B Clubs as well as 
the Foundations of each country. | look 
forward to reading reports on this Meeting, 
especially regarding issues arising on the 
fragmentation of the marques. 


Pipeline 

Our Federal Secretary Kim Stapleton 
has prepared a draft of Pipeline for prompt 
distribution to Branches to encourage 
debate amongst members on several im- 
portant Federal issues. 


Skiff west 


We are presently preparing 20 h.p. skiff 
GOK74 for an eight day outing in Perth in 
October, where we are looking forward to 
catching up with our W.A. members. 


Happy Motoring, 
George Forbes 
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OBITUARY 


George Sevenoaks 
1908-2000 


George Sevenoaks (his full name), Foundation Member 
and Honorary Life Member of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club 
of Australia, died peacefully with his family around him on 
the morning of June 2nd, a few days after his 92nd birthday. 
There was a quiet family burial at the Frenchs Forest Bush 
Cemetery on Wednesday June 7th. The service was con- 
ducted by long term Club member and close friend, Father 
Frank Meek. The Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club was represented 
by N.S.W. Branch President Tony Ward and Secretary Judith 
Merlin. 

These are the brief facts of his passing. But there is much 
more to tell. By the time you read this, a Memorial Service 
will have been held in the Uniting Church, Crows Nest on 
July 4th by the Reverend Doctor Tom Plaizer. 

The Sevenoaks name has a distinguished place in English 
history. Towards the end of the reign of King Edward II, Sir 
William Rumpstead found an orphan child in a street in 
Sevenoaks, and named him William Sevenoaks. William was 
apprenticed to a blacksmith, but eventually became a grocer 
and later a rich man. He became Lord Mayor of London in 
the reign of Henry V and founded a hospital and a school. 
Part of the original school still stands, and one of his descen- 
dants, George Sevenoaks and his wife Jean visited this school 
and the town of Sevenoaks in 1972. George’s mother had her 
own interesting ancestors: William Clark, James Timmins, 
Benjamin Singleton and Anne Baldwin, who were all invited 
to come to Sydney Cove. 

George was born in Adelaide Street, Ryde on May 29th, 
1908. His father was George Comelius Gillieu Sevenoaks, 
and his mother Margaret (nee Clark). He was the third of 
eleven children, of whom five are still with us. George’s father 
was a drover, and his wife ‘Maggie’ helped him. She was a 
fine horsewoman and was still riding in her eighties and 
recorded doing so (side-saddle) in the West Ryde Leader of 
March 29th, 1960. Her husband George predeceased her. 
She was a well known citizen of Ryde, lived a full and 
interesting life, and died at the age of 96. If you wish to live 
long, it is advisable to select long-living parents. 

George went to school in Ermington, but left at age 14. In 
order to conform to the Factories and Shops Act of 1912, 
George had to submit to a medical examination before being 
allowed to work. A Dr Smith examined him and on January 
8th, 1923 signed a statement that George “was not in- 
capacitated by disease or bodily infirmity for daily working” 
in any category of employment. His first job was in dairies in 
Ryde, Dundas and Brookvale and was paid “a man’s wage” 
of £3.8.0. In 1926, on December 28th, at the age of 18, he 
passed his driving test and was issued driving licence No. 
231-843, which is now in the possession of his daughter 
Barbara. He bought his first motor car, a Rugby, shortly 
thereafter, and registered it in Kent Street, Sydney for 
£5.19.0. The original registration paper is also with Barbara. 


The well-groomed young George Sevenoaks that 
Jean would have met at ‘Coomma Coomma’. 


In 1926 he went to Quirindi, his mother’s home town, and 
shortly afterwards was offered a job as a chauffeur for the 
owners of the property ‘Coomma Coomma’. These owners 
employed a husband and wife team of gardener and nanny, 
Mr and Mrs George Heckingbottom, who had a beautiful 
daughter Jean, then aged 14 years, eight years younger than 
George. 

He was an adventurous chap, and often took his holidays 
on ships travelling around the Australian coast, to Brisbane, 
Adelaide and Perth. In 1933 he took a six-month overseas 
trip, visiting England, Canada and the United States, after 
which he returned to Quirindi and his chauffeur’s job. By 
now, romance had blossomed, Jean was of marriageable age 
and so they married and left for Sydney. 

It was then that George made one of his few mistakes. He 
and his brother-in-law purchased a truck and went into the 
transportation business at Ourimbah, collecting and deliver- 
ing oranges. They collected one load, overturned the truck, 
and prompily went out of business. The business ledger still 
exists, (daughter Barbara has it), and there is only one entry 
in it: “business closed, owing to non-delivery of cargo”. 

George managed to recover from this setback, and pur- 
chased a garage in Kensington in 1936. In November of that 
year, George and Jean had their first child, Ronald Adair. 
George then sold the Kensington garage and purchased 
another, the Monterey Service Station, in 1938. 

This was in Crows Nest, and it provided repair services, 
fuel and oil, and was also an agency for Aston Martin, 
Lagonda, Wolseley and Riley. George bought a seven-seater 
Packard at about this time, did some restoration work on it 
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The Monterey Service Station, Crows Nest, in 1938. Left to right: chief 
mechanic, local butcher Charles (Chas) Hoffman, proprietor George 
Sevenoaks. In those days, service stations sold petrol and oil from 
several suppliers. George stocked Atlantic, Mobil, Caltex, Castrol, 
C.O.R Plume, Texaco, Plus and Shell. 


and exchanged it for his first Rolls-Royce, a 1922 Silver Ghost 
34FW. 

This car, with a Smith and Waddington body, was original- 
ly owned by D. Mitchell, Merchants, of Sydney. The body was 
removed after World War II and the car was used on a 
property in Narromine. It was purchased by Gunnar Sundell 
and then by Morris Markoff of Melbourne. 

In 1940, their second child, Barbara, was born. In 1943 
George & Jean joined forces with Jean's parents and bought 
a large house near the garage, at 27 Nicholson Street, Crows 
Nest, and lived there as an extended family from then on. 
George was the last to leave, in 1998. In 1951 George soid 
the Monterey Service Station and moved across the road to 
501 Pacific Highway, where he started his used car business 
in earnest, specialising in Rolls-Royce motor cars. 

George was a very low key salesman. He sat in his office 
reading the Sydney Morning Herald and left the potential 
purchaser to himself. He did very little bargaining; he simply 
stated a price and left it at that. His sales technique was very 
successful. It took time, but he sold the writer’s 20 h.p. at 
the right price, allowing him to pay his and his wife's fares to 
England. 

Many young enthusiasts made a point of visiting the 


George's first Rolls-Royce, Silver Ghost 34 FW, with its original Smith 
and Waddington body. The man with the braces is George Heckingbot- 
tom, George's father-in-law. In the background is the jointly-owned 
family home and garage. To control engine temperature, radiator shut- 
ters (in this instance horizontal) were sometimes fitted to Silver Ghosts 
before they became standard. 
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The showroom at 501 Pacific Highway, seen in the background during 
the 1954 Royal Tour. it was not an elaborate showroom but could hold 
nearly twenty cars. There was a Merlin aero engine in the window, a 
small, enclosed office space and a partly-partitioned area at the back. 
The showroom was usually filled with beautiful (and some not quite so 
beautiful) Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars. The beautiful cars were always 
near the front window. One of the most eye-catching was a red 1924 
Silver Ghost Windovers tourer, 64EU, which George insisted was once 
used as a plough. George owned it twice, the second time adding some 
fancy bits before selling it to Vic Hyde, an American entertainer who 
played five trumpets simultaneously. 


showroom on a regular basis to dream of future ownership 
and George gave them every encouragement. He often lent 
cars to those he liked so that they could take part in Club 
activities. When later these people were in a position to buy 
acar, they went to George first. His encyclopaedic knowledge 
of the history, whereabouts and availability of cars around 
Australia was legendary, and he, together with Bert Ward, 
probably knew all there was to know about 95 per cent of the 
Rolls-Royces in the country. It is said that if you enquired of 
George about a particular car that you thought you might 
like to buy, George would say “I’ve got that coming in next 
week”. 

Over the years George probably owned outright lots of cars 
that were not on consignment, but there were two which were 
regarded by all as the Sevenoaks’ personal vehicles. The best 
known was ‘The Pumpkin’, a 1928 Phantom I, 42AL, with a 
Barker All-weather body (with a full folding top for summer 
and a replaceable hardtop for winter). He traded this vehicle 


George's red 1924 Silver Ghost Windovers tourer, 64EU, before he 
added the Zeiss headlights and various fiddly bits. George is at the 
wheel, straw boater at a rakish angle. Father-in-law George Heckingbot- 
tom has a proprietary foot on the running board. The passenger is Philip 
Clark, a family friend. 
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in on a Phantom II, 151RY, for Francis James, an eccentric 
journalist and editor of the religious magazine The Anglican. 
George then did an equally eccentric thing and had the car 
painted bright yellow, the colour originally used by Lord 
Lonsdale on his very tall 1923 20 h.p., 58S1. 

‘The Pumpkin’ was very well known in the old car move- 
ment and George used it to transport himself to many Veteran 
Car Club Blue Mountains rallies, where he was usually the 
official starter. He also started several International rallies. 
He was known for it. After 32 years of ownership, he sold ‘The 
Pumpkin’ in 1989 to Don Young, who kindly made it available 
as transportation for George's 90th birthday. 

The other car was also a Phantom I, 30LC, but this one 
was owned by Jean Sevenoaks. In 1959 it carried a Jackson, 
Jones and Collins ‘California Hard Top’ body. Many thought 
that Jean could not drive, but she could. Daughter Barbara 
remembers that Jean drove her and brother Ron in 30LC to 
a football match but had a ‘failure to proceed’ on the Pymble 
railway bridge. Jean was less enthusiastic about driving after 
this. She died on October 14th, 1979 after a battle with a 
failing heart. The funeral cortege to the Northern Suburbs 
Crematorium included some 25 Rolls-Royce cars, a fitting 
expression of the esteem in which she was held by R.R.O.C. 
members. 

As well as being a trusted car dealer, (in those days as well 
as today almost a contradiction in terms), George was an 
auctioneer. His best remembered is the legendary Palfreyman 
auction of 15 Rolls-Royce cars at Ingleside, Queensland in 
1969. The purchasers were, in order of lot, E. Johnson, T. 
Jack, G. Walker, G. Harris, R. Donnelley, L. O'Neil, E. 
Cameron, E. Hudson, R. Marshall, S. Morelli, C. McCleod, L. 
O'Niel, J. Sundell, G. Green and M. Markoff. Nearly all these 
names will be familiar to R.R.O.C. members. It is interesting 
to note that the sale prices reached were ranked in more or 
less descending order according to lot number. This is an 
excellent demonstration of George’s knowledge of the poten- 
tial value of each car when he arranged the list. 

There are, of course, many stories associated with George 
and his R-R activities. He was a chauffeur of skill and 
distinction and drove many visiting entertainers and dig- 
nitaries in Rolls-Royces to various venues. These included 
Tiny Tim, Lord Montagu, Mavis Bramston, Liberace, the 
Duke of Bedford and the Marquis & Marchioness of Huntley. 

He was also written up in many motoring magazines. Ever 
the showman, he arranged to have ‘The Pumpkin’ on display 
in David Jones, Market Street with its wheels supported by 
four Wedgwood teacups. It is an amazing sight, pictured in 
the September 12th, 1961 Daily Telegraph. 

Some stories improve with the telling. The December, 1954 
edition of Wheels magazine records that George was stopped 
by the police while driving a 1924 Silver Ghost. They said 
they wanted to test his brakes and told him to drive ahead of 
them and to stop when they sounded their horn. The story 
goes that the police sounded their horn, failed to stop in time 
and rear-ended the Ghost. If you believe that, you probably 
believe that the oval GB plate on motor cars stands for “good 
brakes”, but it makes a marvellous story anyway. Another 
concerns a chap who returned to Newcastle with his newly 
purchased R-R in convoy with his truck and its seven ton 
load. The truck broke down and the Rolls-Royce towed it 
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Jean and George Sevenoaks in their favourite and best known Rolls- 
Royce, ‘The Pumpkin’, 1928 Phantom |, 42AL, with a modified Barker 
‘All-weather’ body. 


successfully the rest of the way. It also averaged 22 miles per 
gallon. No it didn't, I made that up! 

In 1967 George closed the showroom and sold the busi- 
ness to Harry Judson, the tyre dealer next door. Harry paid 
$1,100 for the fittings, equipment and lease transfer, and 
$4,900 for goodwill, which seems a small sum for several 
decades of building up a successful business. But then 
Harry only wanted the premises as space for his tyre cus- 
tomers, and thus George's Rolls-Royce business was no 
more. He relinquished his dealer's licence eight years later, 
in 1975. From the proceeds of the sale of the showroom and 
other funds, George and Jean demolished the old house in 
Nicholson Street and built six flats and a large garage on the 
site. The builder was Harold Wilfred, a close family friend. 
George chose an entirely appropriate name for the flats: 
‘Royce Court’. 

George and Jean had an association with the Uniting 
Church just up the street. Jean was a regular attendee of 
services and George was on the Committee of Management. 
The rector, Reverend George Cole was a close friend of the 
family, and conducted the service at Jean’s funeral. George 
would often pass him in the street and suggest that it was 
time (4.00 p.m.) to have a small drink. It often was. George 
liked a drink, and in his hands, his whisky flask could 
become a lethal weapon, as the writer can attest. 

George was diffident about holding office in the N.S.W. 
Branch of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club, despite being a 
Foundation member. He felt that his association with the 
motor trade might suggest to some that he was using his 
position for his own financial advantage. He was persuaded 
otherwise, and served with distinction as Branch President, 
with his close friend Bill Cutts as Treasurer, from 1964 to 
1968, and Federal President for 1965-66. He was later 
appointed N.S.W. Publicity Officer and held this position for 
Many years. 

George attended most of the Club functions, and despite 
his age, would partner ladies who were much younger around 
the dance floor with skill and aplomb. He usually wore a 
powder-blue tuxedo and white trousers. You could always 
pick him out in the crowd. 

His sense of humour was well known and highly regarded. 
He was sometimes called George Sevenjokes. On the occasion 
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A typical table arrangement on social occasions, George with an 
attractive lady on either side, at a club Christmas function in the 1980s. 
Right to eft: Barbara Clouton (nee Sevenoaks), George Sevenoaks, Jan 
Wilfred, long time family friend. Jan's father built ‘Royce Court’, George's 
home for more than 20 years. 


of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club 40th birthday, he was 
awarded a certificate certifying his pass with distinction for 
the Story Telling Award, having excelled in “having a great 
repertoire of stories to amuse members at each monthly 
meeting”. Father Frank Meek noted at George's 90th birthday 
celebrations that on one of his occasions of illness, an 
ambulance officer helping to carry him to a waiting am- 
bulance said: “Mr Sevenoaks, you're half drunk”. George 
replied, “yes, I know, I ran out of money”! 


His final recognition was the awarding of the Sir Henry 
Royce Foundation Trophy for 1999. This is given annually to 
a person who has made a significant contribution to the 
science and technology of mechanical engineering in the 
spirit and tradition of the late Sir F. Henry Royce. George was 
presented with a plaque commemorating his award earlier 
this year by President Tony Ward on behalf of the Foundation 
trustees. 

So it was that George’s and Jean's friends and relatives 
gathered together at the Crows Nest Uniting Church to 
celebrate the life and times of them both, but especially 
George, in a memorial service. They leave behind them two 
children, five grandchildren and three great grandchildren, 
plus a legacy of his enormous contribution to the local 
community and to the motor car activities from which he 
derived his living, his hobby and his many friends and 
business associates. 

His predilection for the wearing of lurid Hawaiian shirts he 
carried to his grave. At his own request, he was buried in one. 

When he arrived at the Pearly Gates, a most unusual 
situation for a used car salesman, he most certainly would 
have passed through without let or hindrance. When he met 
his first angel, I like to think that he might have said: “I think 
we have met before. In 1956 I sold you a 20 horsepower 
Rolls-Royce. The chassis number was GDK35 and the price 
was 300 pounds”. 

Barrie Gillings 


The 2001 Federal Rally 


Mount Gambier, South Australia 


March 29th to April 2nd, 2001 


Transport has been arranged to take you 
to our venue, The Barn Palais. 


Saturday March 31st 


We will assemble for a drive through 
Mount Gambier to our Concours destina- 
tion at Crater Lakes. A catered lunch will be 
held in alarge marquee situated by the lake. 


The 2001 R.R.O.C.A. Federal Rally will 
be held in Mount Gambier. A few hours 
drive from Adelaide or Melbourne, this 
southern-most corner of South Australia is 
rich in natural grandeur and world class 
features. Nature has created a unique, 
diverse and enticing landscape, and the 
people of the South East enjoy a lifestyle to 
match. 

The lifeblood of Mount Gambier and 
district is the underground water, which lies 
in the wedge-shaped block of limestone 
beneath rich fertile soils. The area main- 
tains a huge range of industries, forestry 
and timber being the largest. The lamb 
production, dairy and wool industries and 
prime beef are important export industries 
to this region. 

A visit to Mount Gambier gives one a 
chance to enjoy some of the best wines in 
the world from Australia’s famous 
Coonawarra district and surrounding wine 
regions of the South East, or feast on fresh- 
ly caught lobster from Port MacDonnell, 


officially named ‘The Southern Rock 
Lobster Capital of Australia’, home to the 
largest rock lobster fleet in the Southern 
Hemisphere. 

Take time to browse through the antique 
and craft shops, galleries and museums. 
Umpherston Sinkhole is one of the most 
popular attractions with its beautiful 
terraced gardens. Many caves and sink- 
holes have been discovered under and 
around the city. The Cave Gardens being 
the original source of fresh water has be- 
come the centre of this flourishing city. 


Thursday March 29th 
Federal Council Meeting. 


Friday March 30th 


We take a pleasant morning drive to the 
famous Coonawarra Wine District. Lunch 
will be in the grounds of Wynn's Estate. 
There will be plenty of time to explore the 
surrounding area before and after lunch. 

Friday evening is the Welcome Dinner. 


Saturday evening is a chance to catch 
up with new and old friends at a Dinner 
Dance (limited to 200) to be held at the 
Commodore Motel. Those staying at the 
other motels will have transport available. 


Sunday April 1st 


Once again we are off on a drive. 
Through the vast forest area of the South 
East our destination is Millicent. A Barbe- 
que lunch will be provided at the Millicent 
Golf Club. Again there is time to explore the 
area before and after lunch. 

Sunday evening transport will ferry you 
to The Barn Palais for the Presentation of 
Trophies and Dinner. 


Monday April 2nd 


The end of the Rally! A Farewell Break- 
fast has been arranged in the large mar- 
quee at the Crater Lakes. 

Come and enjoy the diversity of the 
South East. Easy to find, hard to leave. ¥” 
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GLIMPSES into the PAST 


Air and water, sleeves and collars 


By Tom Clarke (U.K.) 


For those dedicated to all things 
Rolls-Royce, of whom I count myself 
one, it is often the case that the world 
outside the Company seems less sig- 
nificant. Such insularity blinds us to 
achievements elsewhere and the inter- 
connectedness of things. I came down 
to earth with a thud recently when 
reading Bill Gunston’s book Fedden: 
the life of Sir Roy Fedden, first publish- 
ed in 1976 as By Jupiter and now 
revised and reissued by the Rolls-Royce 
Heritage Trust as their Historical Series 
no. 26, 1998. Fedden (1885-1973) was 
one of the greatest intuitive, though 
largely untrained, engineers of the cen- 
tury. If ever proof were needed that 
engineering is an art which uses 
science, not the other way round, then 
Fedden’s designs would supply it. 

Like Royce, Fedden instinctively 
began with a sound idea and then 
developed it with an obsession. And 
like Royce he made ceaseless changes. 
Claude Johnson solved this problem by 
removing Royce from the factory but 
Fedden dominated his entire factory. 
He inspired unstinting loyalty but his 
overwhelming nature also made him 
high-level enemies. The two men, and 
their companies, touched on each 
other in some interesting ways. 

Fedden had begun before the first 
world war with Brazil-Straker in 
Bristol. During the war it became the 
only firm to build Rolls-Royce water- 
cooled aero engines under licence, 
about 200 Hawks, then the Falcon and 
parts for the Eagle. In 1917 he designed 
the Jupiter air-cooled radial engine 
which became the most widespread 
piston aero engine of all time, built by 
Cosmos when they took over Brazil- 
Straker and then the Bristol Aeroplane 
Co. when they bought Cosmos. Fedden 
became Chief Engineer, a position he 
held until 1942. He built up the engine 


side of Bristol to become the biggest 
aero engine maker in the world in the 
inter-war period. The Jupiter was wide- 
ly licensed for manufacture around the 
world. 

Debate raged in the industry and in 
government about the best type of aero 
engine after the war. Rolls-Royce had 
opted for water-cooled types, with 
smaller frontal areas, but Fedden was 
convinced the air-cooled radial would 
win the day. In 1921 on a visit to Royce 
at St. Margaret’s Bay, Kent, Fedden 
was told by Royce “I've watched your 
engineering closely. I like it, and I think 
you're a pretty good engineer. But for 
Heaven’s sake, why do you have to 
design a radial, with everything acting 
on one crankpin? You would have 
better success with our engines”. 
Fedden stood his ground. In 1926 
Royce wrote to his designers “The 
Jupiter may be considered to have ... 
beaten the watercooled engine ... 
Should we decide to build an air-cooled 
(radial) engine, as I strongly recom- 
mend ... I think this matter is more 
urgent ... owing to the loss of trade we 
have experienced ... through the 
success of the air-cooled engine”. But 
Rolls-Royce only ventured into two 
in-line sleeve-valve air-cooled engines, 
the superb Exe and Pennine of the late 
1930s neither of which saw produc- 
tion. 

Fedden continued to develop the 
Jupiter to such a degree that in 1930, 
at the R.A.F. Pageant where the 
squadrons were all powered by 
Jupiters, Royce called Fedden to his 
marquee and said “I really must 
congratulate you. I am delighted that 
you have proved me so wrong”. 

Over the next few years Fedden 
achieved amazing feats — full inter- 
changeability of parts, undreamt re- 
liability (like Royce he invested in 
metallurgical research), and the world- 
wide spread of his engines such as the 
original Jupiter, then the Pegasus, 
Mercury and smaller types. He was one 


of the earliest to look into the gas 
turbine and fuel injection although it 
was too early to introduce them. 

Finally came his masterpiece, the 
air-cooled sleeve-valve radial engine. 
To overcome the cooling problems of 
the double sleeve-valve type, as used 
on Daimler cars, from late 1926 Fedden 
used a single sleeve-valve type with 
cycloidal action for the inlet and 
exhaust ports. This had been invented 
simultaneously in 1909 by a Scot, Peter 
Burt of the Argyll Company, and James 
McCollum in Canada. To avoid conflict 
the two agreed to file a joint patent and 
their idea was then used in the Argyll 
aero engine in 1913. Fedden went on to 
build some of the most powerful piston 
engines known, using the Burt- 
McCollum sleeve valve system. The 
Hercules and Centaurus reached 
2,000 h.p. The even more powerful 
Orion was shelved when he left Bristol. 

As I read about this incredible 
design I recalled that Royce had a walk- 
on part here. Sure enough, in notes on 
his life sent to Claude Johnson in 1923 
he states: “I conceived the single sleeve 
petrol engine (as shewn by notebook) 
having oscillating motion longitudin- 
ally and rotationally, using same ports 
alternately for inlet and exhaust. This 
was earlier than McCullum (sic), Burt- 
Argyle (sic, i.e. of the Argyll Co.), but I 
considered it had undesirable features 
at that time. These may now be over- 
come, and outweighed by the advant- 
ages of such an engine. My faith in my 
own schemes is not always sufficiently 
great as to make me abandon well tried 
practice ...". Royce sums up his 
approach very well! The notebook 
Royce refers to is no longer known but 
his honesty can be taken on trust. 

Just as Royce didn’t patent his 1906 
vibration damper (a topic I will be 
returning to in these Glimpses) so too 
he let his cycloidal single sleeve-valve 
scheme pass. Nevertheless, Royce 
would have approved of Fedden’s use 
of his idea. 
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1955 Bentley R-type Continental (BC60D) at the Hunt House on the occasion of the 2000 Spa 
superlative motor car is owned by Bill Medcaif and was driven fron London to the Meetings and back by your Editor who, with Neil McLean (W.A.) 
represented our Club at the Meetings. In the background is a Royce light crane outside the Hunt House workshops. 


re Parts and Inter-Clubs Meetings, June 1st. This 
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The Spare Parts and Inter-Clubs Meetings 


The Hunt House, Paulerspury, Northamptonshire, June 1st 2000 


By Neil McLean and Martin Bennett 


On Thursday morning, June Ist, I 
drove across north-west London to the 
home of Bill Medcalf in Enfield, where 
Bill's 1955 Bentley R-type Continental 
was waiting to convey us to the annual 
Spare Parts and Inter-Clubs Meetings 
at the Hunt House. Bill is a former 
Chairman of the Bentley Drivers’ Club 
and a great enthusiast, as well as a 
good friend. Knowing my love of Bentley 
Continentals above all other cars, Bill 
kindly suggested that I should drive. I 
had driven this car a few days before, 
but only a short distance. This trip 
involved some 65 miles each way — 
enough to become nicely acquainted 
with this superlative motor car. 

The drive up to pretty Northampton- 
shire was, to say the least, enjoyable! 
On arrival at the Hunt House we met 
up with Neil McLean of the Western 


Australia Branch who, with me, was 
representing our Club at the two Meet- 
ings. 

Dealing with first things first, we 
were all taken to lunch by R.R.E.C. 
Chairman John Clough, with Bill and 
myself joining John in the Club Silver 
Seraph, at a delightful pub in the near- 
by village of Grafton Regis, on the way 
taking in a preview of the venue for the 
then forthcoming Annual Rally, 
Towcester Racecourse. For history 
lovers, it was at Grafton Regis, when 
pausing on his way back to London 
after the particularly savage Battle of 
Towton in 1461, that the triumphant 
young King Edward IV met the beauti- 
ful and beguiling widow Elizabeth 
Woodville. The repercussions of his 
subsequent marriage to her, in a secret 
ceremony at Grafton Manor, have 


echoed down the centuries, with a 
sequence of momentous events that 
are hotly debated even today. But I 
digress. 

What follows is Neil’s report on the 
Spare Parts Meeting and your Editor's 
report on the Inter-Clubs Meeting. I 
reiterate, though, that both of us 
participated in both Meetings. 


Martin Bennett 


The Spare Parts Meeting 


After our pub lunch, and renewing 
friendships and catching up with 
everybody's views on current topics, we 
settled in at the Hunt House to listen 
to Steve Rhodes of Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd who now enjoys the title of 
Manager, Supply, Service Exchange 
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and Logistics. Steve gave us an over- 
view of the current situation with Rolls- 
Royce and the spares supply, stating 
that there had been a marked improve- 
ment in the Company’s turnover. This 
is due to their more competetive pricing 
structure and aggressive marketing, 
together with vast improvements in the 
U.S. market due to the introduction of 
a Rolls-Royce and Bentley parts 
warehouse in Kentucky for direct supp- 
ly to their U.S. dealers. 

Geoff Dowding has been appointed 
Operations Director Service Parts, so 
that they now have everything under 
one person’s direct control. Sounds like 
they are actually getting their act 
together! The Company’s regional 
manager base is expanding to seven to 
prove that they are out there to do 
business and give direct support to 
their dealers. I asked if there was a 
chance of introducing a warehouse 
facility here in Australia but was 
informed that the market was too small 
for that type of operation, but parts 
prices were being looked at with a view 
to making them more affordable! Of 
course our rapidly shrinking Aussie 
dollar is not helping. 

The situation in respect to future 
supply of parts for Rolls-Royce motor 
cars is still not clear. The Meeting was 
informed that 85% of parts are 
common to Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
motor cars, 10% are exclusive to 
Bentley models, and only 5% are ex- 
clusive to Rolls-Royce models. Crewe 
will continue to be the supplier of parts 
for both marques for some time after 
the Rolls-Royce marque passes to 
BMW at the end of 2003, and Crewe is 
investing in tooling and production of 
parts so that more parts can be 
manufactured ‘in house’, again so that 
pricing structures can be maintained. 
The Service Exchange shop at Crewe is 
expanding on a regular basis with a 
programme and turnaround on both 
small and major components that 
would please most owners. Ask your 
main agent or repairer whether the part 
you require is available as a Service 
Exchange item. 

Stan Christofi, who ably represent- 
ed Jack Barclay Ltd, informed the 
Meeting that they are now carrying 
some £500,000 ($A1.3 million) worth of 
stock. He also said that the availability 
of new cylinder heads for the pre-’55 six 
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cylinder cars and the new range of 
pre-’55 exhaust systems, they expect to 
be able to supply a far more com- 
prehensive range of parts for these 
cars. They still feel that they do not 
enjoy support from Club members 
despite trying very hard to please, so if 
you need a pre-’55 part give Ricky a call 
at Barclay’s on +44-20-7738-8333 as 
he is dedicated to pre-'55 parts supply. 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd is still 
reluctant to extend Jack Barclay's 
exclusive franchise to pre-’65 because 
of contractual agreements with the 
other dealers, but I feel that this must 
happen at some time in the future. 

The sourcing of parts from the Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley Specialists Associa- 
tion is still a thorny issue, but only 
because of the lack of understanding 
by Rolls-Royce of the demand for the 
particular parts the Specialists make, 
and indeed the gap in the market that 
Rolls-Royce left. I think everybody 
agreed that progress is being made in 
the spares area, which can only benefit 
members. 

Factory tours are a good day out, 
with the opportunity to still see many 
of the trades being carried out at 
Crewe. Contact your local dealer to 
arrange a tour. 

On a personal note, as many of you 
are aware I am in the parts trade and 
would like to point out that because of 
these Meetings and the persistence of 
our local dealers and our Singapore- 
based representative Geoff Lau, the 
cost of maintaining and servicing these 
motor cars has been drastically 
reduced over the last few years and we 
will, together, continue to make this an 
ongoing situation. 

Happy motoring, 
Neil McLean 


The Inter-Clubs Meeting 


As always, though the Inter-Clubs 
Meeting was not attended by exactly 
the same people as the Spare Parts 
Meeting, there was a considerable over- 
lap. 

Bill Slater of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
Ltd was in the Chair and began by 
welcoming this annual opportunity to 
share views between the company at 
Crewe and the various Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley clubs. Two other Crewe offi- 
cials were present: Steve Rhodes re- 


iterated Crewe spares policy to the 
slightly different group at this Meeting, 
and Richard Charlesworth seemed to 
be fulfilling his former Public Affairs 
réle, though he informed us that he is 
in fact now Manager for Special 
Customer Relations (Heads of State, 
etc.). 

Richard was pleased to announce 
that Rolls-Royce sales for the first 
quarter of 2000 were up 30% and 
Bentley sales up 40%. Demand was 
said to exceed supply in the U.S. 
market at least. The Meeting was frank- 
ly told that Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 
had to inform its “new masters” (Volks- 
wagen AG) that “things are not as rosey 
as you were told” in the lead-up to the 
sale. However, the number of 
employees at Crewe has since increas- 
ed and is planned to increase further to 
cope with the planned increased 
production of Bentley cars. The factory 
was said to be recruiting at the time of 
the Meeting. 

RC informed the Meeting that the 
Bentley Arnage Red Label could not 
have been developed without VW 
Group investment to, in particular, re- 
work the Rolls-Royce V-8 engine to 
enable it to gain international 
emissions approval. Dr Piech (VW 
Group Chairman) was quoted as 
describing the previous BMW-powered 
Arnage as a “good car — misses a little 
something”. Very perceptive. RC frank- 
ly informed us that there had been 
“very few” orders for the BMW-powered 
model since the Red Label has been 
available. 

The Mid-Size Bentley (MSB) project 
was said to be “progressing as planned” 
and was described by RC as “very ex- 
citing indeed”. Production of 9,000 cars 
per year is planned, we were assured. 

On the vexed question of the 
planned transfer of the Rolls-Royce 
marque from Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
Ltd to BMW in January 2003, RC in- 
formed the Meeting that for Crewe 
Rolls-Royce is still “on the front 
burner”. The 2000 Model Year cars and 
the new Rolls-Royce Corniche had been 
“well received”. The 2000MY four-door 
car “has room inside that it should 
always have had”. Upon announce- 
ment of the new Rolls-Royce Corniche, 
“105 orders were received immedi- 
ately”. The Rolls-Royce Park Ward (a 
10-inch longer version of the Silver 


Seraph) has presented Crewe with 
something of a dilemma in that some 
customers want it as a Bentley (can the 
factory afford to turn down such re- 
quests, it has to be asked, particularly 
with the loss of the Rolls-Royce marque 
rapidly approaching). Crewe will con- 
tinue “to invest in and nurture the 
Rolls-Royce marque until the last day”. 
On the issue of 2003, we were advised 
to “watch this space”. 

During the month leading up to the 
Meeting BMW had announced that its 
“Rolls-Royce” factory would be located 
at Goodwood in Sussex, an area close 
to the hoped for south-east England 
customer base and an area of out- 
standing natural beauty, but scarcely 
known for its industry. The response of 
the Meeting to this news was good 
humoured. It was pointed out that 
Goodwood “has a nearby container port 
for the cars to come in from Germany” 
(chuckles all round), to which some- 
body added “for their polish” (more 
mirth), to which another wag added 
“and drawing heavily from the huge 
industrial base in the area” (more 
hilarity). It was clear that the news of 
BMW's plans for the marque we hold 
dear had been met with considerable 
scepticism by most people present. RC 
pointed out that “Crewe employees will 
need to start practising telling their 
friends that they work at Bentley's 
rather than at Royce’s”. 

When the time came for questions, 
Peter Baines (R.R.E.C.) asked “who 
said that the Rolls-Royce V-8 couldn't 
be made to comply with future emis- 
sion standards and that there was no 
choice about adopting BMW engines?” 
and “who said that the employees at 
Crewe had worked 24 hours a day to 
finish Project Hunaudieres?” (for the 
Geneva Show) when it was sub- 
sequently revealed that the car had not 
been anywhere near Crewe, or even to 
England. RC replied that these ques- 
tions would need some consideration 
and might take some time to answer 
satisfactorily, and asked the indul- 
gence of the Meeting to answer them 
during dinner after the Meeting. The 
writer asked “who at Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars said that for every customer we 
lose because of the BMW engines we 
will gain ten?”. RC owned up to that 
one, pointing out that although that 
prediction has not proved correct, some 
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new customers have been won to the 
BMW-powered cars. 

It was then pointed out by the Crewe 
representatives that in the event a 
Bentley-only future for Crewe, there is 
a hurdle to be overcome in the sense 
that the Bentley marque is still not well 
known in some important markets, 
notably the Middle East. 

The Meeting then passed to the 
reports on progress in the Clubs and 
other organisations represented. These 
were presented by: 

John Clough 

(Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club) 
Ray Wiltshire 

(Bentley Drivers’ Club) 

Jimmy Valentine 
(20-Ghost Club) 

Neil McLean 
(Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of 
Australia) 

Adrian West 
(Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club Inc., 
North America) 

Phillip Hall 
(Sir Henry Royce Memorial 
Foundation) 

Martin Bennett 
(Sir Henry Royce Foundation, 
Australia) 

Mike Evans 
(Rolls-Royce Heritage Trust) 


Mike Evans spoke on the Heritage 
Centre at Derby and mentioned a plan- 
ned pageant of Rolls-Royce aircraft and 
cars at East Midlands Airport and 
nearby Donnington. He also informed 
the Meeting that to mark the 90th 
anniversary (July 16th, 2000) of the 
burial of Charles Rolls, some refurbish- 
ment of his grave at Llangattock Vibon 
Avel church in Monmouthshire was 
planned. 

There was much banter between 
Clubs, particularly between the B.D.C. 
and the R.R.E.C. on the issue of 
whether Vintage (‘W.O.’) Bentley cars 
or pre-war Rolls-Royce cars are driven 
the most, the furthest, or the fastest. 
On this occasion I feel that R.R.E.C. 
Chairman John Clough won the day 
with his remark “so glad you chaps 
managed to reach Scotland — here's a 
photo of us in Berlin”. I hasten to add 
that all this, when it takes place each 
year, is invariably good-natured and 
light-hearted. 

Clearly, all of our cars are ideally 
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suited to driving very long distances. 
That's what they're all about. Driving 
Bill’s Bentley Continental back to 
London drove this point home more 
forcibly than ever — here was a 45- 
year-old car that is in every sense up to 
the task of driving in modern traffic 
conditions and at modern speeds. In 
fact, the R-type Continental is capable 
of exceeding today’s motorway speed 
limit of 70 mph (112 km/h) in second 
gear ! In practice, when driving on 
Britain’s motorways one could be for- 
given for believing that 70 is the 
minimum speed allowed! On the way 
‘home’, on the M25 London Orbital 
Motorway, BC60D reached a three- 
figure speed with almost contemptible 
ease, on a Slight rising gradient, using 
little more than half throttle. To have 
owned such a car in the first few years 
after World War II must have been quite 
something! 

A week later, at Bill's house, his 
advice was: “Martin, you must buy an 
R-type Continental”. When I pointed 
out that I couldn’t afford to even think 
about buying one, he responded: “sell 
everything you own”! Not the most 
practical advice I've ever had from Bill, 
but ifthose numbers come up a Bentley 
Continental is the first thing on the list. 

Having now attended three of these 
pairs of Meetings I can say that they are 
extremely worthwhile both for the par- 
ticipants and for the clubs they repre- 
sent. What the future holds for them is 
a little unclear. It is still unclear who 
will take responsibility for spare parts 
supply after 2003, though I dare say 
the Spare Parts Meetings will continue 
in one form or another. As for the Inter- 
Clubs Meeting, this has traditionally 
been chaired by a Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd person. From 2003, with that 
company renamed Bentley Motor Cars 
Ltd, this may no longer be appropriate. 
On the other hand, perhaps it will con- 
tinue to be appropriate, because the 
heritage of both marques will continue 
to reside with the Crewe company even 
after the bizarre deal to take the Rolls- 
Royce marque away from them is im- 
plemented (and there seems to be some 
quiet confidence there that the disaster 
might yet be averted). Either way, I 
don’t foresee BMW being asked to take 
over chairing the Meeting! 


Martin Bennett 
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TECHNICAL 


A simple cure for steering ‘judder’ in Silver Cloud III 


(chassis numbers SDW485 to SFV549 inciusive) and Bentley S3 (chassis numbers B738CN to B408EC inclusive). 


In the case of both Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
this modification is not applicable to chassis 
numbers prior to the above, nor is it needed 
thereafter. 

During the production period of the 
Silver Cloud II! and Bentley S3 there were 
several modifications made to the power 
assisted steering system, most of which 
were aimed at eliminating judder in the 
steering due to the presence of air in the 
system — air that had been introduced, 
usually, during partial dismantling such as 
for hose replacement, etc. 

| note that the significant modification 
was achieved by moving the front ram feed 
hose from the side of the ram to the top, 
which allowed air that had gathered at the 
top to bleed back to the reservoir, resulting 
in a continuous bleeding operation. 

| submit the following sequence which 
emulates the factory modification, using 
locally available parts: 

1. Set the steering on full left-hand lock. 
Remove the hose from the elbow at the 
forward end of the power steering ram, then 
remove the elbow itself and replace it with 
the tapered ¥@" BSP blanking plug. 

2. Remove the bleeder screw from the top 
of the ram, then remove there steel ball 
thereunder with either a thin magnet or a 
blob of thick grease on the end of a suitable 
piece of rod. 

3. Having rethreaded the small end of the 
reducing bush to 36" UNF (the other end is 
%e" flare), smear same with a suitable 
sealant and install it in place of the bleeder 
nipple screw previously removed. 

4. Attach the swivel nut elbow to the bush, 
fit the hose previously detached in Step 1, 
and tighten both items as required. 

5. Top up the fluid reservoir and start the 
engine. Turn the steering from lock to lock 
until the reservoir can accept no more fluid. 
Some judder will be felt during this opera- 
tion but will be quickly eliminated during 
subsequent driving. There is no need to 
manually bleed the system. 

6. Drive the car away, slowly at first. The 
steering will soon feel smooth and more 


By Stan Spackman (Vic.) 
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The power-assisted steering ram from below, showing the new position of the hose on top of 


the ram where the bleed screw was originally, and the blanking plug where the hose used to 
be. The result is a self-bleeding system and an end to ‘judder’. 


comfortable at speed due to the restriction 
caused by the small drilling formerly at the 
base of the bleeder screw and bal! now 
having become part of the circulation, which 
in turn reduces the power assistance 
delivered during fast driving. This was one 
of the aims of the factory modifications. 
The job need take no more than about 
30 minutes, and the parts can be purchased 
for about $15 from hydraulic fittings sup- 


STEEL BALL BLEEDER 
| NIPPLE 
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(RETHREAD) 
TO 3 UNF) 


pliers. | obtained mine from Parker Fluid 
Connectors. Their part number for the 
‘swivel nut elbow’ is 6C6X-S and the reduc- 
ing bush is ‘male connector’ 6-2FTX-S. The 
blanking plug is ¥@" BSP (hex). 

Alternatively, | can supply the parts to 
any Club member for $20 including re- 
threading of the bush and post & packing. al 


Photographs from the Author 
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End view of the Hythe Road Service Centre showing the customer entrance and cars awaiting servicing, including 
a Mulliner Park Ward Phantom V or VI. To the left of this late-1970s picture is the ambulance room and security 
lodge that later became the Metrology Centre. Note the little garden that was tended by one of the labourers. 


A Career in the Coachbuilding Trade 


— Part 9, the coming of the Stiefelmeyer machine 


The former styling studio referred to 
in the previous part of this article had 
been the gate security lodge when 
Triplex, the vehicle glass manufac- 
turer, owned the site. Rolls-Royce 
bought this, by then, empty site in the 
late sixties to facilitate the extending 
and finishing of the Silver Shadow 
Bodies In White (BIW). The Service 
Centre building was ‘A’ Site, the Car 
Finishing Centre (CFC) and canteen 
were ‘B’ Site and, logically, the new site 
was 'C’ Site. 

Rolls-Royce utilised this building as 
a security centre and gatekeeper’s 
lodge. With some internal modifica- 
tions, a rest room was created for the 
company chauffeurs and drivers and 
the first aid centre or ambulance room 
was also located there. 

In the early eighties there was a 
serious downturn in the sales of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars and all 
manufacturing operations were 
‘shoehorned’ into the main building, ‘A’ 
Site. The security function was now 


By Richard Gordon Mann (U.K.) 


based in a large yellow fibreglass hut 
by the main gate and the first aid centre 
was now located on the middle floor of 
‘A’ Site in what had been one of the 
ladies’ toilets. Most of ‘C’ Site was sold 
to asecondhand car sales company but 
two buildings were retained by Rolls- 
Royce, the first being the lofty building 
known as the ‘Cathedral’, which was 
used to store Phantom VI chassis 
frames, mechanical parts, main floor 
pressings, and various early Silver 
Shadow and Corniche two-door body 
panels. The windows and doorways on 
the right-hand side of the ‘Cathedral’ 
were bricked up and a fence was 
erected between this building and 
Hythe Road and, within this fenced off 
area, was the old security lodge which 
stood empty for some years. 

The last remaining Company chauf- 
feur in London was a most pleasant 
Irishman, Tom Murphy, who was now 
based at Conduit Street. Tom was the 
archetypal Rolls-Royce chauffeur, al- 
ways polite, courteous and helpful, 


only speaking when spoken to unless 
he knew his passengers. Tom would 
manoeuvre and park a Phantom VI 
{and other models) in confined spaces 
with aplomb, never flustered, despite 
the densest of traffic — he had a job to 
do, even the London cabbies (‘black 
cab’ drivers) give way to a Rolls-Royce 
or Bentley! 

In the early eighties Rolls-Royce 
contemplated producing a two-door 
‘niche’ model in a similar vein to the 
Camargue but realised it would have to 
be something rather special to justify 
its price, capable of high speed with 
good all-round performance and han- 
dling. Most importantly, the car had to 
be attractive and desirable, such that 
it would sell itself. Bentley ‘Project 90’ 
full-scale model was exhibited at the 
1985 Geneva Show to gauge public 
reaction and were most pleasantly 
surprised at the amount of interest 
shown by the press and, indeed, 
prospective purchasers. After some 
consideration about image and reputa- 
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tion, a decision was made to proceed 
further with the project. 

The contract for styling the new car 
and producing a full size model was 
awarded to International Automotive 
Design (IAD) of Worthing, Sussex. In 
their traditional manner, Rolls-Royce 
named the project ‘Nepal’ and IAD 
entrusted the styling of the project to 
those renowned stylists, John Heffer- 
nan and Ken Greenley. A building was 
required where the stylists could work 
in peace and quiet with the necessary 
security. The old security lodge at 
Hythe Road was selected for this pur- 
pose. The Crewe stylists and managers, 
who needed to assess progress from 
time to time, were about three hours 
drive from MPW, and IAD was about 80 
miles. Security was assured by the in- 
stallation of a ‘swipe card’ entry system 
and security cameras in addition to 
which the security hut was just a few 
yards away. 

The ‘Nepal’ project became the 
attractive and sought after Bentley 
Continental R from which the Azure 
convertible was later developed. A fur- 
ther developement was the awesome 
short wheelbase Continental T. 

The key element of the Metrology 
department was to be the Stiefelmeyer 
measuring machine which would be 
able to measure and register sim- 
ultaneously three-dimensional co- 
ordinates. John Castell-Evans(JCE) 
had persuaded both the MPW and 
Crewe managements that the purchase 
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of this machine and its installation, 
costing around £175,000, would in- 
crease the accuracy of the Corniche 
bodies and allow MPW to measure the 
underframes as received from Pressed 
Steel Fisher (PSF) of Cowley. The Crewe 
factory had a two-dimensional 
mechanical measuring machine of an 
earlier era situated in their body stores 
and the dimensions were recorded 
manually. When new, Crewe's machine 
was very advanced and was known as 
the ‘PDQ’ — Pretty Damn Quick! One 
of the Crewe managers, Chris Fleet 
(CJF), likened their machine to a 
sliderule whereas MPW's machine was 
of the computer age. The machine 
would also be able to measure other 
components, and could align itself to 
measure components in any attitude. 
Preparation for the machine, its 
delivery and installation would take 
about two months and, in the interim, 
we needed to recruit a team of tech- 
nicians. Although it might be thought 
that MPW and Crewe suffered the same 
dimensional body accuracy problems, 
this was not always so. Crewe received 
the complete BIW where the 
(aluminium) doors, boot and bonnet 
were fitted and ‘clearanced’ before 
delivery from Pressed Steel Fisher (PSF) 
at Cowley, Oxfordshire, to Crewe. There 
was a ‘White Line’ at Crewe, its main 
purpose being to rectify any damage 
before the finishing operations com- 
menced. The second function was to 
incorporate any design changes which 


had been introduced after the bodies 
had been built. The Crewe body stores 
held some 200 BIWs. 

The four technician vacancies were 
advertised internally and were for three 
metrology positions and one supplier 
quality auditor. There was one person 
who knew possibly more about the two- 
door BIW and its build than anyone 
else at MPW and this was John Condon 
(JC). JC was a most cute and canny 
Irishman who possessed the most com- 
prehensive knowledge of the BIW 
processes, knowing all the ins and outs 
of BIW problems, causes, and their 
resolution. JC had started life with H.J. 
Mulliner, Park Ward Ltd's aircraft en- 
gineering division as an AID (Aircraft 
Inspectorate Department — a Gover- 
ment body) approved inspector. JC 
knew he was an obvious choice for the 
team and was most indignant at having 
to apply for the position and made this 
clear during his interview with JCE and 
myself. 

I am sure that many people will be 
unaware of the aeronautical side of 
HJM,PW which was a considerable part 
of their business in the sixties, and 
might be interested to learn a little 
about this activity. We know that Char- 
les W. Ward (CW), known as ‘Old Man 
Ward’ after his son joined the business, 
was most interested in aero engines 
and airframe construction from the 
early days of aviation. It is possible that 
this interest enabled him to obtain 
other business when there were few 


Below left: This building, part of ‘C’ Site, was known as the ‘Cathedral’ due to its multi-storey height but without upper floors inside. It was thus 
very difficult to heat in winter and was retained by Rolls-Royce for the storage of old Silver Shadow two-door and early Corniche body panels and 
various Phantom VI items. Photograph taken in 1993. Below right: The Metrology Centre in 1993, photographed from the top floor of the former 
Service Centre. In earlier days this had been the ambulance room and security lodge. Later it became a styling studio where renowned stylists 
John Heffernan and Ken Greenley styled the highly acclaimed Bentley Continental R. The used car lot is part of what Rolls-Royce called 'C’ Site, 
and the buildings on the other side of Hythe Road, to the top right of the picture, were ‘D' and 'E’ Sites, vacated by Rolls-Royce in 1981/2. 
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These two pictures show a Phantom VI chassis in the Metrology Centre, on the Stiefelmeyer 


measuring machine. Peter Goodall who, with the Author, was the other Senior Quality Engineer 
at Mulliner Park Ward, had requested that PVI chassis frames be checked for accuracy because 
the right-hand rear corners of the bodies seemed to be low. It transpired that the body mounting 
Jig, known as the ‘milking machine’, had a malfunctioning ram that allowed the right-hand rear 
mounting to foul during assembly, preventing correct tightening. Although extremely substantial, 
the PVI chassis frame could actually be twisted by the sheer weight and strength of the Mulliner 
Park Ward limousine body. In the upper picture Derek (‘Captain’) Kirk and John Condon (in 
dust-coat) are operating the ‘Stief', while Eric Cullen is seen (below) at the drawing board, 
comparing drawings with items to be inspected. The red painted wheels denote ‘slave’ wheels. 


orders for car bodies. Perhaps CW was 


inspired by these aviation interests 
when Park Ward designed and 
patented an all-metal car body frame in 
1936 which, in 1939, lead directly to 
the aquisition of Park Ward by Rolis- 
Royce Ltd. 

Rolls-Royce produced a booklet in 
1969 entitled Take A Look At H.J. Mul- 
liner Park Ward Limited, Coachbuilders 
And Aircraft Engineers. Therein it in- 
forms us that MPW had a contract for 
the manufacture, repair, overhaul, 
conversion and supply of spares for the 


Note the Corniche model on top of the cupboard. 


engine mountings and cowlings for the 
Rolls-Royce Griffon 57 and Merlin 
powerplants in use with Shackletons of 
the RAF Air Sea Rescue Service. Other 
contracts included the manufacture of 
engine mounting pods for the Rolls- 
Royce Conway, Spey and Trent jet 
engines. Another aeronautical venture 
was the production of leather trimmed 
seats for executive versions of Bell Jet 
Ranger helicopters. The large and lofty 
‘Aero Shop’ was at the rear of the works 
separated by the unmade Glebe Road 
from the Jewish cemetery. 
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The second technician was Derek 
Kirk (DJK), known as ‘The Captain’ 
after the Star Trek character, who was 
one of MPW’s best panelbeaters. I had 
seen him working on many occasions 
during my BIW audits and knew his 
work was to a high standard. DJK was 
in his late twenties and one of his major 
attributes was that he was computer 
literate — not so many of us were all 
those years ago — and this would be of 
advantage to our new department. The 
third person we selected was Eric 
Cullen (EC) who had joined MPW from 
Vanden Plas (VDP) in Kingsbury when 
that establishment closed. Bernard 
West (BW), MPW’s chief designer, also 
originated from VDP and, as both he 
and I live within five minutes walk of 
each other, we collected and drove each 
other to work on alternate weeks. One 
morning I asked BW for his opinion of 
EC to which he replied: “Eric as I know 
him from VDP was a very competent 
inspector, always punctual and 
honest”. 

During my many engineering years 
with MPW and whilst undertaking both 
BIW and finished car audits I got to 
know most of my 600 or so colleagues 
at all levels. Terry Smith (TSS) was one 
of the applicants for the position of 
supplier quality technician and I was 
surprised not to recognise the name. 
TSS was a line electrician and his work 
involved the ‘snagging’ (rectification) of 
any minor electrical problems and 
might be working anywhere on the top 
floor. TSS came across very well at his 
interview as being most self-assured 
and keen. The styling studio had 
remained empty for many months until 
I was given a ‘swipe card’ by JCE and 
instructed to clear the building. There 
was an enormous amount of material 
to be disposed of including many cur- 
rent production items. JCE was ada- 
mant — if it cannot be burnt it must be 
placed in the refuse skip. JCE then 
informed me that contractors would be 
on site next week to start work on the 
foundations for the Stiefelmeyer 
machine! 

There was no way that I could clear 
the building of all this material on my 
own in just one week and I enlisted the 
help of Ted, one of the labourers. MPW 
employed two labourers who, whilst 
being physically fit, were a little 
retarded. Ted had a speech impediment 
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but his hearing and comprehension 
were unimpaired. I informed Ted of my 
problem and he said he would deliver 
an empty barrow that afternoon and 
would collect it when full next morning 
leaving a further empty barrow. For- 
tunately the route from the styling 
studio to the incinerator/skip area was 
downhill, Ted made two or three trips 
a day with his barrow. In addition to 
Ted's fine efforts, I used company 
vehicles to transport useable items 
such as radiator grilles, wheels and 
tyres etc. to the stores or CFC. 

As an aside, the other labourer was 
Dennis Green who worked mainly in 
CFC. There were two sides to Dennis, 
the first being the ever-helpful person 
assisting the ladies with their tea trol- 
leys, serving people and collecting their 
money. The second side of him was one 
of intense agitation. To be quite fair to 
Dennis, the CFC guys were a closely 
knit team and knew precisely how to 
wind him up. On occasion they would 
‘overwind’ him and he would lose con- 
trol — the CFC team would then retire 
to a safe distance! Whilst Dennis was 
physically very strong, he would not 
hurt anyone or anything; it wasn’t in 
his nature. 

Ted and myself managed to clear the 
building ready for Monday morning 
when the contractors arrived to start 
work on the foundations. The first 
stage being to dig the foundations for 
the machine itself which were some two 
feet deep and about 22 ft long and 2ft 
wide. Two large steel beams were most 
accurately located before being em- 
bedded in concrete up to their upper 
flanges — the basic machine mount- 
ings. A surface plate was to be installed 
alongside the ‘Steif, excavation for 
which was about 20 ft long and 8 ft wide 
and some 18" deep. As one can imagine 
the noise and dust during this part of 
the installation was intolerable yet JCE 
expected me to continue preparations 
for the new department on my own. 
Like so many people I am unable to 
tolerate dusty conditions and, in par- 
ticular, am allergic to cement and con- 
crete dust. JCE would visit the building 
to inspect progress whilst the air might 
be full of dust — one could not see 
across the room! This did not seem to 
affect JCE, dusting himself off as he 
left! It was so typical of JCE, if a prob- 
lem did not affect him, why should it 
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The ‘Executive Interior offered by H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward Ltd in the late 1960s and early '70s 


for the Bell Jet Ranger provided helicopter owners with the same standard of interior appoint- 
ments that they were accustomed to in their Rolls-Royce motor cars. A division with cocktail 
cabinets and folding tables, all in polished walnut, with Connolly hide upholstery and Wilton 
deep-pile carpet provided a limousine-like ambience. 


affect anyone else? 

I spoke to my good friend PG about 
this matter and he suggested I base 
myself back in the old Quality office 
‘pro-tem’ until the dust has settled. 
This was so typical of PG who would 
ever stick his neck out in support of a 
colleague in need. In spite of JCE’s 
various qualifications he seemed quite 
unable to understand various situa- 
tions unless they affected him person- 
ally. One of PG’s sayings was “never, 
ever confuse education with intel- 
ligence”. How right he was and, indeed, 
still is! 

Once the excavations were com- 
pleted, the concrete was poured and 
allowed to harden for a couple of weeks 
before the suppliers of the ‘Stief, Hahn 
& Kolb of Rugby, sent their engineers 
to commence the installation. The ini- 
tial part was to secure bright mild steel 
bars to the beams upon which the 100 
m.m. thick two metres long by 500 
m.m. wide machined cast steel blocks 
were mounted. The mountings were 
ingenious inasmuch as they both 
secured the blocks to their foundation 
and were used to level the blocks, 
which were levelled with the aid of a 
laser theodolite. The surface plate 
arrive next and it turned out to be one 
of the old plates that had been used in 


the old Experimental department in 
Hythe Road. The surface of the plate 
had been re-machined and metric grid 
lines had been scribed and notated. 

The next stage in the Steifs instal- 
lation was to align and secure the 
machine's toothed track with the sur- 
face plate’s grid lines again using a 
laser theodolite. The next day the Steif 
itself arrived from Rugby with Hahn & 
Kolb engineers to commision the 
machine. A day later with the installa- 
tion complete and our Metrology team 
assembled, JCE requested that I bor- 
row a car from CFC in order that we 
might “try the machine”. Jeff Nixon 
(JN), foreman of CFC, lent me a typical 
North American spec. car being 
finished in white with tan interior trim 
and a matching tan hood. I man- 
oeuvred and aligned the car onto the 
surface plate guided by JC and 
switched off. JC pushed the Steif 
towards the car only to realise that the 
machine had insufficient height cap- 
acity to measure the header rail and 
hood of a Corniche. As ever in this sort 
of situation, JCE was ringing his 
hands: “we could let the tyres down” he 
said. We were all amazed at this im- 
practical suggestion. 


To be continued 
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2004 FEDERAL RALLY 
and 
CENTENNIAL WORLD TOUR 


The organisation of the 2004 World 
Rally is gaining momentum, and is at- 
tracting a lot of interest overseas, as 
well as Australia. An international web- 
site has been set up for prospective 
participants around the world to obtain 
further information. 

The address of this website is 
www.rroc.org/worldtour. 

Current planning, based on indica- 
tions so far, is allowing for about 200 
cars visiting here from overseas. The 
overseas cars will arrive in Brisbane, 
from the prior New Zealand Rally, in 
late February, 2004. The grand East 
Coast Overlander will travel from 


‘The Derby Built Bentleys’ by Bernard L. 
King. Published by Complete Classics, 
Coulsdon, England. Complete Classics 
No.4. 346 pages, over 220 illustrations. 
Available from the Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club of Australia (New South Wales 
Branch) Club Shop, P.O. Box 2754, 
Sydney, N.S.W. 2001. 


Reviewed by Roger Thiedeman 


This book continues the now-familiar 
formula pioneered by Bernard King in his 
Complete Classics series of publications. 
PRAECLARUM reviews of the preceding 
books appeared in P.4-97 (20/25 h.p.), 


Brisbane, via New South Wales and the 
A.C.T., to Victoria for the 2004 Federal 
Rally (from 11/3/04 to 15/3/04), pick- 
ing up cars of Australian members 
along the way, for what is expected to 
be the largest and most spectacular 
collection of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
motor cars ever seen in Australia. 

The deadline for booking the option- 
al T.W.E. overland tour from Australia 
to the U.K. (via India and Europe), at 
the conclusion of the Federal Rally, is 
fast approaching. Information about 
this can be found from the internation- 
al website, or from the Branch 
secretaries, who have this information 
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P.1-99 (25/30 h.p. and Wraith), and P.2-99 
(Silver Dawn & Silver Wraith). The 20/25 
book was authored by Tom C. Clarke, the 
remainder by King himself. 

Taking centre stage in this latest volume 
are the prewar Rolls-Royce-built Bentleys: 
the 31% Litre, 41% Litre, and Mk V. An intro- 
ductory essay explores the evolution of the 
‘Silent Sports Car’. It is here, unfortunately, 
that two errors fairly leap out from the text. 
In one para, King tells us that W.O. Bentley 
“one” the toss of a coin, and, later, that 
Royce had “muted” the idea of producing a 
sporting chassis. One suspects these are 
not mere ‘typos’, but probably caused by 
unfamiliarity with correct English expres- 
sion. 

Elsewhere in the book, Silver Cloud | 
SGE270 is described as a Silver Cloud Ill. 
In fairness, this must be a simple proofread- 
ing lapse. And, as a matter of personal 
interest, | would have liked to discover the 
chassis number ‘milestone’ at which the 
4% Litre’s steering wheel changed from 
four spokes to three. 

These shortcomings do not detract, 
however, from the rest of the book. As with 
previous volumes, development of the 
Derby Bentleys is traced through the 
various experimental prototypes. Again, the 
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with booking forms. Alternatively, 
members can contact Robin Hickman 
as follows: 


Telephone: 03-98723233 
Facsimile: 03-98726161 
Email: mail@rrocavictoria.org.au 
Postal address: 

P.O. Box 330, 

Vermont, Victoria, 3133. 


The World Tour participants can be 
present in Manchester, U.K., for a 
celebration of the actual centenary of 
the historic meeting between C.S. Rolls 
and F.H. Royce, on 4/5/04, at the Mid- 
land Hotel it is hoped, or as otherwise 
arranged. This will be followed by a 
British tour, and the R.R.E.C. Annual 
Rally. After this, the tour goes to the 
U.S.A. for an East-West tour, and the 
American R.R.O.C. Inc. Annual Meet in 
Monterey, California. 


Robin Hickman (Vic.) 


author has borrowed extensively and open- 
ly from lan Rimmer's definitive work on the 
Experimental cars. 

There is an interesting discourse on the 
different types of pre-war Bentley radiator 
mascots. But this could have been im- 
proved by supplying numbered captions to 
the pictures on page 49, linking them with 
corresponding numeric references in the 
text on pages 41 and 42. Coachbuilders 
and their creations on Derby Bentleys are 
discussed in customary detail. | particularly 
liked the chapter on customers. Here, 
original owners of the cars are classified 
according to their membership of the 
Nobility, various categories of Industry and 
Commerce, the Motoring trade, Arts and 
Entertainment, and ‘Significant Others’. 

As always, the photographic collection 
is superb and vastly representative. In 
keeping with the cachet of the ‘Silent Sports 
Car’, most of the body styles illustrated are 
coupes, cabriolets, and close-coupled 
saloons. No D-back saloons or formal, 
upright limousines to be seen here! The 
photos also emphasise — not that we need 
reminding — that the Derby Bentleys have 
class and character all their own, offering 
an interesting contrast to their Cricklewood 
‘cousins’. 
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The detailed chassis number listings of 
the three Derby Bentley types form the 
backbone of this volume — as in other 
Complete Classics books. Nice to see that 
R.R.O.C.A. (N.S.W. Branch) member 
David Harding has been acknowledged for 
identifying individual Bentleys in movies, 
through his extensive ‘Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley at the Movies’ database. 

The Derby Built Bentleys by Bernard 
King is yet another component of what is 
emerging as a very useful collection of 
books that any serious Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley owner or enthusiast could scarcely 
afford to ignore. 


ROLLS-ROYCE 
AND BENTLEY 


THE CREWE YEARS 


‘Rolls-Royce and Bentley: The Crewe 
Years’ (Second Edition) by Martin 
Bennett. Published by Haynes Publishing, 
Sparkford, U.K., 2000, 368 pages, 885 
illustrations. ISBN 1-85960-643-1. £50. 


Reviewed by David Mulvaney 


! vividly recall making a pilgrimage to 
Crewe in June 1995 when, as a memento 
of my visit, | was presented with a souvenir 
copy of the First Edition (1995) of Martin 
Bennett's work, Rolls-Royce and Bentley: 
The Crewe Years. It was made more 
memorable for me in that the book was 
signed by many of the skilled artisans that 
actually built the cars. My flight home from 
Manchester to Chicago passed in what 
seemed to be just moments. The time | 
spent finagling an upgrade from American 
Airlines was wasted — they could have put 
me in the baggage hold for all | would have 
cared, | was so engrossed in this wonderful 
new book. It has subsequently become one 
the most treasured and most referred-to 
books in my library. | was immediately 
struck by the scholarship of the author. His 
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research must have taken years. And his 
ability to convey the results of his endeavors 
with such clarity and simplicity is remark- 
able. 

As far as | could see, Mr Bennett got it 
nearly all right, which is far better than so 
many authors succeed in doing. So, you 
can imagine my eager anticipation when a 
Second Edition was announced. | was not 
to be disappointed. The Second Edition is 
all that the First was and more. Firstly, one 
will notice a far more ‘proper’ photograph 
on the dust jacket. A Silver Cloud Ill in 
Porcelain White over Willow Gold may have 
been someone’s idea of heaven ... but! In 
addition, although John Bull is undoubtedly 
a gifted artist, a few of his renderings have 
been replaced with actual photographs 
which, to my mind, is to be much preferred 
in a work of reference. 

The book comprehensively relates the 
history of the Crewe-built cars from 1945 to 
the present day. It is so current that the 
author even manages to make reference to 
the decision to offer the real Bentley Turbo 
engine in the Arnage in addition to the 
inferior German unit. The excellent text is 
accompanied by a copious number of illust- 
rations, which, in the main, are well chosen 
and superbly reproduced. The histories of 
the British coachbuilders that survived to 
work on the cars covered by this book are 
very informative and give a little insight into 
a world that has, regrettably, passed 
forever. A more extensive work on this 
aspect of Rolls-Royce lore would be most 
welcomed. Obviously, in an historical work 
covering only the last 50 years, no profound 
new factual discoveries are likely, and 
truths that were decreed to be untold 
remain so. However, several new and pre- 
viously unseen photographs are included in 
the new edition, (e.g., the Windovers Mk VI 
convertible), together with a very nice 
tribute to John Blatchley, who deserves far 
more credit than he has previously been 
given. As with any book, itis easy to quibble 
over details and this work is no exception. 
Instead of pages of photographs of 
Spirit/Spur/Mulsanne models, which we are 
familiar with, would it not have been better 
to show more one-off coachbuilt cars? For 
example, | would like to have seen a token 
showing of the Franay R-type and $1 Con- 
tinentals. And | notice the interesting piece 
about the 1995 BMW-based Project Java 
show car has been left out of the new edition 
and still no reference is made to the many 
special cars (Bentleys Silverstone, Grand 
Prix, Dominator, etc.) that were built for the 


Sultan of Brunei? It can be argued that, 
without his patronage in the early years of 
the last decade, our German friends may 
not have had a Company to fight over. 
Surely, he is worthy of a mention? Perhaps 
a Second Edition of lan Rimmer's book 
Experimental Cars will cover this aspect of 
the Company's history more fully. 

A work of this scope is obviously going 
to be used for many years as a standard 
source of reference and, therefore, should 
be as accurate as possible. With this in 
mind, when a disparity occurs between edi- 
tions as to production numbers it would be 
most interesting to know how this came 
about. For example, in the First Edition, 291 
S3 Continental chassis were bodied by Mul- 
liner, Park Ward. In the Second Edition the 
number is 290. Are the records at 
Paulerspury incomplete or was it just a 
tabulating error? Also, was there ever a 
Graber-bodied S3 Continental or was there 
not? | realise that to the majority these 
details are not significant but to some, ex- 
actitude is important. | was surprised to 
discover thatthe author no longer considers 
the Silver Cloud H. J. Mulliner convertibles 
(design no. 7504 and latterly 2007) to be 
coachbuilt cars. All reference to these 
models has been struck from the Second 
Edition. | do not feel personally qualified to 
make such a fine distinction, but feel that 
these fabulous cars are deserving of a spe- 
cial mention in the tables. 

On one point | must take issue with Mr 
Bennett. He tells us that the appellation 
“Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud II Continental” is 
a label first applied by the used car trade. | 
respectfully beg to differ. | have studied the 
build sheets of many of these cars and in 
most, if not all cases, the factory referred to 
them as Continentals. | agree they did not 
market them as such, but that is what they 
were called in many Company records. 

In conclusion, this fine work should be 
on the shelf of anyone who owns a Crewe- 
built motor car. However, unless you are a 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley bibliophile like 
me, | am not sure you need to rush out and 
buy the Second Edition when you already 
have the First at hand. Instead, | would 
recommend waiting for the much an- 
ticipated Third Edition in 2005. By that time, 
the dust will have settled on the mostrecent 
Vickers debacle, we will know who actually 
owns what, and then perhaps we can truth- 
fully be told how and why. 


Reproduced by kind permission of 
Flying Lady 
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Let’s not quibble 


The following letter was addressed to the 
Federal President, with a copy to the Editor. 
lt was chosen for publication as typical of 
members’ responses to any suggestion that 
PRAECLARUM should be in any way 
curtailed on grounds of cost. 


| was very surprised when Martin 
Bennett needed to defend his position in the 
publishing costs of PRAECLARUM. Gosh! 
That's not what we need when Martin 
produces probably the finest club magazine 
of all the R-R/B clubs worldwide. 

Ofcourse we should publish bi-monthly, 
as does the R.R.O.C. Inc. (U.S.A.) and the 
R.R.E.C. (U.K.). We have a lot to write and 
learn about: the past, the future, and great 
technical writings that we all enjoy as Club 
members. 

We should maintain bi-monthly publica- 
tion and keep the present magazine just as 
itis. Martin does a superb job, providing us 
with outstanding editorials and information. 

Now when it comes to cost, | am confi- 
dent that our Club members can afford the 
extra cost of maintaining both quality and 
quantity, at whatever reasonable price it 
costs. How can we really put a price on all 
this collection of people, effort, organisation 
and skills that we bring to the Club and its 
magazine? Let's move forward and not 
quibble about the price. 

Richard Erskine, 
Western Australia 


Editorial note: Thank you Richard for that 
very kind vote of confidence. In all fairness, 
! don't believe that it was seriously con- 
sidered that we should reduce the fre- 
quency of PRAECLARUM, though the 
possibility was mooted as a possible option 
at the last Federal Council Meeting. — 
M.1.B. 


Never say NEVER and never say ALWAYS 


As years pass, Rolls-Royce enthusiasts 
realise that it is unwise to say “never” or 
“always” when making statements about 
the Company andits products. Here are two 
examples. 

NEVER: ! was commissioned to write an 
article on the Spirit of Ecstasy radiator 
adornment for the April 1961 R.R.O.C. Inc. 
magazine The Flying Lady (pp.502-506). In 
it | recorded the various alloys used for the 


LETTERS 


Barrie Gillings (N.S.W.) sent this shot of the firewall of his 1910 Silver Ghost (1492), with the 


bonnet reflected in the highly polished surface, to show that it is innocent of a Rolls-Royce Ltd 
maker's and chassis number plate on the outside. See Never say NEVER and never say 
ALWAYS, this page. Note that poor old Claude Johnson (often referred to a ‘the hyphen in 
Rolls-Royce’) has been omitted from the Veteran Car Club's brass plate. 


castings and for years told everyone that 
pure nickel was NEVER used because its 
melting point is too high and that mascots 
claimed to be nickel are in fact a copper- 
zinc-nickel-tin alloy which looks just like 
nickel. Wrongl | recently met a man who, 
after four unsuccessful attempts, managed 
to cast a solid nickel mascot for a client. 
ALWAYS: David Cornish states, of 
David Jones’s Silver Ghost (1997) in 
PRAECLARUM 3-00: “Rolls-Royce Ltd 
chassis number plate attached to the lid of 
the trembler coil box. There was always (my 
emphasis) a duplicate plate on the outside 
of the firewall’. Not ALWAYS! My Silver 
Ghost (1492) has no plate on the firewall, 
and no holes showing where one might 
have been. It is not alone. Other similarly 
deficient Silver Ghosts can be seen in The 
Edwardian Rolls-Royce by Fasal, Good- 
man & Clarke, pages 327, 365 and 367. 


Barrie Gillings, 
New South Wales 


Editorial note: Point taken. It occurs to me, 
however, that a successful latter day cast- 
ing, outside of the Company, of a nickel 
mascot does not invalidate the original 
Statement that pure nickel was never used 
for that purpose by the Company, though it 
does invalidate the view that it was imposs- 


ible to do so. | also point out that in every 
Federal Rally article the picture captions 
are always (sorry, there's that word again!) 
written by the Editor, regardless of who 
writes the actual article. The responsibilty 
for the ALWAYS example above therefore 
rests with me and not with David Cornish, 
who is entirely blameless. — M.1.B. 


‘Lost’ 20/25 


As a one-time member and past owner 
of a Silver Ghost (27FW) | maintain an 
interest in matters R-R and enjoy 
PRAECLARUM which Ted Poulter kindly 
lends to me. 

| thought readers might be interested in 
a bit more information on GAE74 (‘Lost’ 
20/25 ‘Founda’, P.2-00): 

This car was driven from Coonab- 
arabran to Brisbane by Ray Kleinschmidt 
and his son when they purchased it. After 
sitting idle for some years while Ray was 
distracted by a fine Bentley Speed Six, it 
was purchased by the Sheraton and the 
conversion to nightclub alcove was carried 
out by The Bump Shop at Eagle Farm. 

Just a small piece of information to fill a 
gap. 

Congratulations on a fine magazine. 


Joe Wilson, 
Queensland 
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Market Place 


Cars For Sale 


—— 
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1920 Silver Ghost (100TW) tourer rebuilt on 
2-wheel brake chassis with overhauled 
engine (as advised by owner). Incomplete 
and in need of restoration. $75,000. Barry 
Sparks 07-3865-3062 (b.hours) 


is ct a 


1923 Silver Ghost (88LK) Martin & King land- 
aulette with division. Body built 1928 as 
saloon and modernised over time. Leather to 
front, West of England Bedford Cord to rear, 
Tasmanian blackwood fiddleback woodwork, 
all in nice condition. Mechanically sound, oil 
filter and vaive oilers fitted. Dual spark mag- 
neto fires two plugs per cylinder, battery igni- 
tion fires third plug. Runs and pulls very well, 
travels at 50 mph. A very lovely Ghost. 
$250,000. John Hunt 03-5982-2420 


1927 Phantom | (80EH) George Williams 
sedanca de ville. Ground-up restoration. 
Concours condition. On V.S.C.C. club plates. 
Located Sydney. $150,000. Alan Pearce 
0419-42-8733 (w) 02-9630-8663 (h) 
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1934 Phantom fl (173RY) Park Ward Con- 
tinental touring saloon. The last of the cars 
delivered new to the historic Hunter Valley 
property ‘Tocal’. Original and very sound 
throughout. Recent new pistons, camshaft, 
followers, main bearings, brake linings, 
kingpins, tyres. 4th owner 22 years. $110,000 
o.n.o. Max Houston 02-4373-1277 (w) 
02-4373-1052 (h) 
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Cars For Sale 


1938 Phantom Ill (3DL14) Rippon Bros. 7- 
passenger limousine. Black over burgundy 
(repainted). Division, occasional seats. Front 
compartment leather renewed, original cloth 
in fine condition to rear. All mechanicals res- 
tored some years ago with unspeakable 
amounts bestowed on the engine. $100,000. 
May take trade. Julian Walter 0418-91-3914 
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1950 Silver Dawn (SBA52) deep Navy blue 
with vynal upholstery. Excellent condition, in 
the family for 20 years. Being garaged in 
Wagga Wagga it is away from coastal 
weather conditions. $38,000. Robyn Senior 
Smith 02-9949-1063 or 0402-13-3691 


1951 Bentley Mk Vi (B148MD) Good condi- 
tion, drives very well. Cocktail cabinet in rear 


of driver's seat. ideal Club car. $22,500. Barry 
Sparks 07-3865-3062 (business hours) 


1955 Bentley R-type (B46YD) Hooper 
sports saloon. Automatic. Rare opportunity to 
acquire a coachbuilt R-type. All aluminium 
with elegant, flowing lines. Needs some 
refurbishment but the effort will result in a rare 
and desirable car. $21,500. Barry Sparks 
07-3865-3062 (b.hours) 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1957 Silver Cloud I (SED51) 64,000 miles. 
Factory fitted air conditioning and power 
steering. Concours condition. All tools, 
handbook, workshop manuals. See also 
front cover PRAECLARUM 1-97. $65,000. 
Bob Skillen 02-6248-6751 


a , 4 
1958 Silver Cloud I (SHF63) ‘Classicar’ six- 
light saloon. Tudor Rose over Regal Red. 
Unique interior features rear centre console 
with beverage bar and television, individual 
reading lights, rear privacy blind, individual 
bucket seats in Chamois leather with Aspreys 
ladies’ fitted cosmetic cabinet, individually 
styled facia and leather knee-roll. Exterior 
features re-styled front lights and tail-light 
area, individual wheel-trims and other subtle 
creative body changes make this a highly 
individual and unique car. The only car 
created to this design and having extra win- 
dows in the rear passenger area. Paintwork, 
chassis and interior in above showroom 
condition, mechanically excellent. Hand- 
book, all tools, known history. $89,000 o.n.o. 
Michael Kazacos 07-5538-6406 


1973 Silver Shadow (SRH16225) Sage 
Green with green interior. Excellent condition, 
one of the best with full mechanical and 
hydraulic restoration. All original tools, hand- 
book. $31,500. lan Dunn 02-6207-5455 (w) or 
0411-28-6715 


1975 Camargue (JRH17304) Mulliner Park 
Ward coupé. Larkspur Blue, beige hide in- 
terior. Rolls-Royce Motors Ltd ‘Trials’ car 
(demonstrator) as featured on the front cover 
of The Rolls-Royce Motor Car by Bird & 
Hallows. Excellent driving condition, excel- 
lent paintwork, low mileage. New Michelin 
tyres. $59,500. Mark Babidge 08-9364-8788 
or FAX 08-9374-3458 
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Market Place 


Cars Wanted 


Silver Ghost. Will buy best available. John 
Matheson 02-9328-1422. FAX: 02-9337-1919 
Mobile: 0419-25-1934 


Parts For Sale 


Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Silver Dawn/Mk VI parts including brand new 
6.70 x 16 Olympic Air-ride tyre and two tubes, 
headlamp unit, brand new R-R, r/h front door, 
primed, perfect condition, 2 x front 
windscreens and other items. Geoffrey May 
0410-44-9305 or 03-9593-1177 (h) 


Rolls-Royce B-Range industrial engines: B80 
Mk 6A No. 2415, possibly new, dry sump, 
screened and waterproofed, 24 volt (| can 
convert to wet sump and civil 12 volt). Partly 
dismantled and ready for inspection. $4,000 
or offer. Also B40 Mk 5A, B80 Mk 10F 
(probably rare), B80 Mks 6A and 6D, B81 Mk 
50K. Walter Vears 03-9555-5206 


Overdrive units available for all small horse- 
power Rolls-Royce and Bentley, pre-war and 
post-war models, $8,020 supplied only or 
$8,780 fitted. Power steering conversion kits 
available for all pre-1955 Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley models. Makes for ease of driving 
and parking, $7,530 supplied only or $8,180 
fitted. RH2569 headlight conversion kits 
(original R-R/B stock) to convert Silver 
Dawn/Silver Wraith/Mk VI/R-type to modern 8 
inch sealed beams, includes adaptor ring, 
chrome bevelled surround, light connection 
and screws, $300 per set. UR26508 spanner, 
Shadow series, $60; UE5081 spark plug 
socket, Shadow series, $85; 
UR14385/RF6613 adjustable spanners, Mk 
VI etc., $120; F51754 pre-war 'C’-spanners, 
$250; UR3022 spring gaiters, SC/S series, 
$768; RE18342 new radiator including top 
and bottom tanks and fittings, Mk Vi/R/Silver 
Dawn, $2,750; RE13412/3 six new connect- 
ing rods, Mk VI/R/Silver Dawn etc., or can be 
used to modify pre-war smail h.p. cars, $300 
each or $1,500 set; leather resurrection oil, 
ideal for hard and tired leather, $59 per 450 
ml. bottle; badge bars, R-R and B types, 
includes two badge clips, $285 inc. postage 
in Australia; Pertronix ignition coils, Flame 
Thrower, extreme high performance coils, 
suit all post-war cars, faster start up, better 
performance, $85. Garrath Will, T K Motors, 
43 Chard Road, Brookvale, N.S.W. 2100. 
02-9938-1301 or FAX 02-9905-0260 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further use of this space. Ads for cars 
for sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads may be edited to minimise 


use of available space and to conform to a 
standard format, and may be rejected at the 
discretion of the Editor without discussion. 


PRAECLARVM 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Parts For Sale 


Assorted early series Phantom | parts, some 
‘new old stock’, and wood patterns for various 
parts. Also some late Silver Ghost/early PI 
gearbox gears and shafts. Please ‘phone for 
list. Bruce Gardner 03-9580-8180 or FAX 
03-95 12-0936 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley parts: mainly Silver 
Shadow, body and mechanical. Some parts 
for other models also available. See full- 
page advertisement in the last edition of 
PRAECLARUM for full listing. J-G. Dare Pty 
Ltd. 03-9589-1516 or FAX 03-9589-5982 


Silver Ghost and PI spares and accessories; 
20 years of collecting/accumulating available 
as a job lot: 21" wheels (set), manifolds, mas- 
cots, tools, tooltray, original luggage rack and 
trunk, books, magazines, manuals, etc. 
‘Phone or fax for list. Craig Robson 
02-9319-6666 or FAX 02-9310-2182 


Heater tap/flap motor for SCII/III/S2/3, new. 
Martin Bennett 02-4829-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Marchal post-mounted headlamps with three 
struts and prism to suit 1935 car. Julian Walter 
0418-91-3914 
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Rolls-Royce sign, bronze, about 50 x 20 cm., 
weighing 7 kilos. A very striking piece for the 
garage wall! £350 inc. airfreight, packing and 
insurance. Also, ‘phone or FAX for list of R-R 
& Bentley handbooks. 

John McGlynn, 173 Newton Drive, 
Blackpool, Lancs FY3 8ND, England. 
+44-1253-300100 or FAX +44-1253-300020 


Pre-war Spirit of Ecstasy mascot, suit late Pil, 
Plil or small horsepower model. Chrome 
finish. Believed to be ‘new old stock’ never 
fitted to a car. $500. Martin Bennett 
02-4829-7140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Pair P.100 headlamps, $500; pair SFT700 7" 
foglamps, $250; 2 x SLR700 ‘Flame Thrower’ 
light unit inserts, $75 each; 2 x 4LR long range 
driving lamps, $50 each; 2 x 5” bell type 
lamps, early Vintage, $70 each; Bentley Mk 
VI toolkit complete in fascia tray with lock and 
key, $800. John Hunt 03-5982-2420 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or 
colour prints showing the lines of the carare 
acceptable. ‘Front-on' shots cannot be 
used. For photo return, please include s.a.e. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer’s licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


LMARR has it! 


Disc —. 
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Outer hub ring Inner hub plate 


/~ Kir valve 
extension 


\ a Curved 
ak air valve 


(ta 
Spanner—/ Air lock assembly 


All you need to fit new ¢ Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your 4 hoe 
Pre-WWI Classic. ° Hispano-Suiza 
Write, phone or fax e Lagonda 

for full infomation. 


° Bugatti 
LMARR DISK,LTD 


* Delage 
PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 


Parts For Sale 


Radiator caps. We've made mascot and 
parking (town) caps, exact copies of the 
various original pre-war R-R types, $125 
each. Also various chassis, body and engine 
bits (plates, handles, covers, caps, terminals, 
etc.) in German silver, bronze, repro ebonite 
as appropriate. 02-9144-3787 or 
02-9651-1782 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted for 1935 20/25: any small tools for 
tooltray; Lucas 59 (I think) centre light or 
similar. Alex Maitland 07-5522-5257 


Wanied: early post-war (Mk Vi, Silver Dawn 
etc.) small tools; original type Silver Dawn 
headlamps. David Crichton 02-6026-2278 


Wanted: spanner UR.4485 and sump plug 
tool UR.4481 to complete S1 tool kit. Martin 
Bennett 02-4829-7140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Literature For Sale 


Owners’ handbooks, hard-to-find original ed- 
itions in very good to mint condition: 20 h.p. 
4-wheel brake, $400; Phantom III No. XI, (for 
early car with hydraulic tappets), $350; 
Bentley R-type Continental automatic, $250; 
Silver Dawn, short boot 4% Litre (left-hand 
drive), $200. Also Bentley 3% Litre Con- 
densed Edition (issued early post-war, covers 
all series) and similar for Bentley 414 Litre, 
$175 each. Others available including a 
range of modern handbooks, please enquire. 
Martin Bennett 02-4829-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. 
Non-members are charged $15.00 for a 
non-commercial ad of reasonable length. 
Trade ads accepted at commercial rates. 
Photographs included free of charge to non- 
trade members, $15.00 for others. Where 
applicable, cheques made payable to 
R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 


‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. 'Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140 E-mail: editor@rroc.org.au 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 
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Market Place 


Literature (free) 


Handbook for Silver Shadow SRH5455 
delivered new toa Mr A. Bond. Free to anyone 
proving current ownership of this car. Mark 
Babidge 08-9364-2861 or FAX 08-9364-3458 


Services 


We overhaul: hydrautic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


Services 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 
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Services 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

Metal polishing for all models carried out to 
the highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, 
chromium al! catered for in our workshop. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


New solid state ignition systems for Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars. Owners of pre-war 
and post-war cars can install a solid state 
ignition system without making any alterations 
to the original distributor, or having to cope 
with hiding a control box in the chassis. The 
whole unit fits under the distributor cap, so is 
completely concealed. T K Motors Pty Ltd, the 
only dealer in Australia for Pertronix Inc Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley Electronic Conversion 
Systems, offers these units for most models. 
In these solid state ignition systems a sensor 
and magnetic ring replaces the points and 
condenser within the distributor. However, 
the original parts can be easily reinstalled 
because the conversion requires no drilling of 
holes or alterations of any kind. The sensors 
and magnet rings are unaffected by wear or 
dirt, offering durability. | believe these 
systems provide an innovative solution to one 
of the challenges of restoring and maintaining 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars. Solid 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


state ignition offers significant benefits in 
enhanced engine performance and reliability 
while solving the problem of replacing 
expensive and hard to find distributor parts. 
For information and prices please contact: 
Garrath Will, T K Motors, 43 Chard Road, 
Brookvale, N.S.W. 2100. 02-9938-1301 or 
FAX 02-9905-0260 


LPG conversions for Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley. T K Motors is now offering Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley owners an alternative fuel 
system. Our installations have increased in 
numbers over the past years with successful 
conversions of the Silver Cloud/S Series and 
Silver Shadow/T Series. Conversions are 
orderly and reasonably inconspicuous, keep- 
ing the luggage compartment minimally 
affected by the fuel cell. For enquiries please 
contact: 

Garrath Will, T K Motors, 43 Chard Road, 
Brookvale, N.S.W. 2100. 02-9938-1301 or 
FAX 02-9905-0260 


The Record speaks for itself 


Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1998 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1999 
Best Restoration, Federal Rally 2000 
Best Bentley, Federal Rally 2000 


The ultimate end of restoration 
project should be the Judges’ 
approval and the beginning of 

many years of reliable and 
enjoyable motoring. 


For Show-ers and Go-ers, only at 
The Ultimate Repair Shop 


MAX HOUSTON’S 
Vintage S#otor @arage 


BODY WORKS 


Central Mangrove, N.S.W. 


1914 Silver Ghost, restored/rebodied V.M.G. 1992 
1939 Bentley 41% Litre, restored V.M.G. 1991 


} 1936 Bentley 4 Litre, restored V.M.G. 2000 


Telephone: 02 4373 1277 
Facsimile: 02 4373 1020 


visit our website 
vintagemotorgarage.com 


Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 30 Years 
Revealeal! 


2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 
Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately available, and atreasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 

¢ UPS, Alr and Mail Shipments Dally. 

¢ Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


STOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 


PTY. LIMITED 
Servicing the World’s Finest Motor Cars 


Using experience of 34 years speciality 
in Rolls-Royce and Bentley - pre and post war 
mechanical restorations, we assure you of 
our personal attention. 


GST reduced Parts at good prices 


For most SS & Spirits: Filters, 
Battery Boxes, Steering kits, Air Dams, 
Check Straps & Mudguard(VI - FDside) 
Mufflers for S Type, Cloud & Shadows. 

made to factory specifications. 


13 Stirling St. Thebarton, Sth Australia 5031 
Tel: (08) 82345600 Fax: (08) 82345607 
Email: tymotors@senet.com.au 
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PRAECLARVM 


VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 
we'll take as much care of 
your Rolls Royce or Bentley 


...as you do! 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
¢ Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
3288 George Street Sydney 2000 


PRA:CLARVM 
Display Advertising 

If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car for 
sale, you could benefit from the impact of a display advert- 
isement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s national 
magazine that goes to all members of all Branches of the 
Club Australia-wide, as well as to members and subscribers 
in a number of other countries. 

Your advertisement may be submitted on computer disc 
or in camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid out to 
your requirements on the Club’s computer system as a free 
service. Compare these highly competitive and economical 


rates (colour extra): 
Size: Cost per Issue: 
Full Page - $410 
Half Page - $230 
Quarter Page - $130 
To enquire or book space, please contact: 
Martin Bennett, 
‘Arcadia’, 
177 Old South Road, 
Yarra via Goulburn, 


New South Wales 2580 
*Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 
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If you love your classic 
vehicle we've got the insurance. 


%,, 
oe Agreed value means agreed value. 


If the car is a total loss you will receive 
the full sum insured. 
You have the option to choose your own 
repairer. 
Lifetime guarantee on repairs. 
In the event of total loss you will have 
automatic retention of the wreck, depending 
on the policy. 
No blame excess. 
Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or 
repaired. 
Free windscreen one per year without excess. 
Personal belongings and tools up to the value 
of $400. 

insuring vintage, veteran, and classic 


_ vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has . 
developed a great insurance package at a Ring Shannons for a 


very competitive price. free quote today J 


Royal and Sun Alliance Insurance Australia limited ACN 005 297 807 Trading as Shannons Insurance 

Victoria (03) 9584 7266 New South Wales (02) 9460 6344 Northern Territory 1800 653 996 
Queensland (07) 32556355 South Australia (08) 8294 9000 Western Australia (08) 9479 3555 
Tasmania (03) 6236 9090 Country callers Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 


Internet: www.shannons.com.au Email: shannons@shannonsinsurance.com.au 


Ceca | . 
Customer Care TéCMnical Expeystise Showroom Jales 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 
Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
PG025 Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au DL: 13746 


[> < McMillan’s 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Authorised Service Dealer for NSW and ACT 


We are very excited that following many years of looking after the coachwork of your 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars, we are now factory appointed to look after all aspects 
of your motor car at one expanded location. 


Full servicing and mechanical work by a very experienced team, a comprehensive selec- 
tion of parts, all with our caring, personalised service. As usual, complete body, 
upholstery, wood repairs and detailing. All factory supported and guaranteed. 


24-hour breakdown service (’phone 0438 75 1115) 
Valet assistance all areas. 
ALL SALES ENQUIRIES - New and Previously owned 


19-27 Regatta Road, Canada Bay, Five Dock, N.S.W. 2046 
Telephone 02 9744 5111 FAX 02 9744 5517 


memillanprestige@bigpond.com.au 
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